owJi  hcf  liNl  LArTIST  HiSTORiCAL 

LIBRARY  AND  ARCHIVES 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


U.S.  Senate  committee  rejects  Pickering 


"Pickering's  defeat  offers  President  Bush 
the  opportunity  to  set  politics  aside  and  nom¬ 
inate  a  judge  for  the  Fifth  Circuit  who  reflects 
America's  mainstream 
views  and  broad  support 
for  a  woman's  freedom 
to  choose  without  gov¬ 
ernment  interference," 

^ a  said  NARAL  President 
Kate  Michelman  in  a 
written  statement. 

PFAW  President 
Ralph  Neas  said  in  a 
written  release  the  vote 
was  "a  victory  for 
Americans  opposed  to 
right-wing  domination 
of  the  federal  courts." 

Sen.  Charles  Schumer 
(D.-N.Y.)  voted  against 
Pickering.  According  to 
The  Washington  Post, 
Schumer  said,  "There's 
clearly  no  mandate  from 
the  American  people  to 
stack  the  courts  with 
conser\’ative  ideologues. 
So  if  the  White  House 
persists  in  sending  us  nominees  who  threat¬ 
en  to  throw  the  courts  out  of  whack  with  the 
country,  we  have  no  choice  but  to  \’ote  'no.'" 
Supporters  of  the  judge's  confirmation 
■  .  v-.jj  rights  record 

orthy  one.  Support 


14  rejected  the  nomination  of  U.S.  District  town;  and  Charles  Evers,  brother  of  slain 
Judge  Charles  Pickering  of  Laurel  to  the  civil  rights  leader 
U.S.  Fifth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  New  Medgar  ^ers  and 
Orleans,  demonstrating  it  will  strongly  mer  field  secretary  for 
resist  President  Bush's  selection  of  conser\'-  the  Mississippi  NAACP. 
ative,  pro-life  judges  to  the  federal  bench.  However,  he  was 

Pickering  is  a  member  of  First  Church,  opposed  by  several 
Laurel,  ana  a  former  twtvterm  president  of  African-American 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  groups  in  Mississippi, 

The  10  Democrats  on  the  committee  including  the  Magnolia 
voted  three  times  against  Pickering,  while  Bar  Association,  the 
all  nine  Republicans  voted  for  the  federal  Legislative  Black 
judce  in  each  case.  Caucus  and  the  current 
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judge  in  each  case 

The  committee  refused  to  report  his  Mississippi 
nomination  to  the  full  Senate  with  a  favor-  leadership, 
able  recommendation.  It  also  voted  against  Backers  of  Pickering 
reporting  his  nomination  to  the  ^nate  bemoaned  the  commit- 
without  a  recommendation,  or  with  a  neg-  tee's  action.  "1  think  it 
ative  recommendation.  is  disgraceful  political 

It  is  possible  Republicans  could  use  a  gamesmanship  for  a 
parliamentary  maneuver  to  gain  a  floor  good  man  with  an 
vote  for  Pickering,  but  it  appears  unlikely.  impeccable  judicial 
The  president  said  he  was  "deeply  dis-  record  to  be  rejected," 
appointed"  Pickering's  nomination  was  said  Shannon  Royce, 
not  forwarded  to  the  Senate.  director  of  government 

'4t^’as  unfortunate  for  democracy  and  relations  for  the 
unfortunate  for  America,"  Bush  said  in  a  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty 
written  statement.  "Judge  Pickering  has  Commission  (ERLC).  "1  think  the  fact  that 
earned  the  praise  and  support  of  those  the  Democrats  on  the  committee  would  not 
who  know  him  and  know  nis  record  best  allow  his  name  to  be  released  for  full 

—  both  Democrats  and  Republicans  from  Senate  consideration  is  unacceptable."  contended  Pickering's  civ 

his  home  state  of  Mississippi.  Jay  Sekulow,  chief  counsel  for  the  in  Mississippi  was  a  w(  \ 

"They  know  him  to  be  a  fair  and  mea-  American  Center  for  Law  and  Justice,  called  from  some  olack  leaders  in  Laurel  and 
sured  judge,  an  advocate  of  civil  rights,  and  it  "very  troubling  to  see  a  small  number  of  other  parts  of  the  state  demonstrated 
a  dedicated  member  of  his  community.  He  Senate  DemcKrats  subvert  the  Constitution  this,  they  said. 

has  served  with  distinction  and  deserves  and  the  democratic  process  by  embracing  Charles  Evers,  brother  of  murdered  civil 
better  than  to  be  blocked  by  a  party-line  vote  the  politics  of  obstruction  and  destruction.  rights  leader  Medgar  Evers,  wrote  a 
of  10  senators  on  one  committee.  The  voice^  "It  is  clear  there  is  a  strategy  to  reject  defense  of  the  judge  in  The  Wall  Street 
of  the  entire  Senate  deserves  to  be  heard."  well-qualified  judicial  nominees  presented  Journal,  citing,  among  the  evidence, 
Pickering,  who  has  seiA'ed  as  a  federal  by  the  president,"  Sekulow  said  in  a  writ-  Pickering's  testimony  against  the  imperial 
judge  in  Mississippi  the  last  11  years,  was  a  ten  release.  "It  is  disturbing  that  the  politi-  wizard  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  in  1^7. 
member  of  the  Peace  Committee  that  was  cal  and  ideological  leanings  of  a  few  can  The  ERLC  endorsed  Pickering’s  confir- 
established  in  1985  during  the  controversy  derail  a  constitutional  process  that  is  vital  mation,  an  uncommon  occurrence  for  the 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  to  our  system  of  justice."  entity.  The  ELRC  never  endorses  candi- 

National  organ^tions  such  as  People  Some  of  Pickering's  supporters  point-  dates  for  elective  office  because  people 
for  the  American  Way  (PFAW),  the  National  ed  out  some  past  judicial  nominees  had  have  the  opportunity  to  vote,  but  it  some- 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  been  forwarded  to  the  Senate  after  failing  times  gets  involved  in  the  confirmation 
Colored  People  (NAACP),  and  the  National  to  be  favorably  recommended  by  the  process  when  senators,  not  the  voters 
Abortion  and  Reproductive  Rights  Action  Judiciary  Committee.  themselves,  are  the  ones  voting,  ERLC 

League  (NARAL)  attacked  Pickering's  Even  a  judge  as  controversial  as  Robert  President  Richard  Land  has  said.  The 
record  on  civil  rights,  as  well  as  his  views  Bork,  who  was  nominated  to  the  Supreme  ERLC  endorsed  the  confirmation  of  John 
on  abortion  rights  and  church-state  separa-  Court  by  President  Reagan,  was  afforded  Ashcroft  for  attorney  general  last  year, 
tion,  in  an  effort  to  block  his  confirmation.  Senate  consideration  after  receiving  a  neg-  Although  committee  opponents  of 
Planned  Parenthood  —  by  far  the  largest  ative  vote  in  the  Judiciary  Committee,  they  Pickering’s  nomination  carefully  avoided 
abortion  provider  in  the  countrv  —  along  said.  The  Senate  refused  to  approve  Bork.  the  subject  of  his  commitment  to  his  faith, 
with  NARAL  and  the  National  It  appeared  Pickering,  however,  would  Senate  Minority  Leader  Trent  Lott  (R.-Miss.) 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW),  devoted  have  gained  enough  Democratic  votes  on  made  it  clear  in  remarks  after  the  negative 
significant  space  on  their  web  sites  to  the  floor  to  be  confirmed.  Before  the  com-  vote  that  Pickering's  strong  religious  affilia- 
defeating  Pickering's  nomination.  mittee  vote.  Majority  Leader  Tom  tions  played  a  role  in  his  rejection. 

Supporters  of  his  confirmation,  howev-  Daschle  (D.-S.D.)  had  said  he  would  not  Pickering  is  the  father  of  Congressman 
er,  charged  the  opposition  campaign  was  permit  a  floor  vote  on  the  nominee  with-  Chip  Pickering  (R.-Miss.)  who  attended  the 
based  on  a  distortion  of  Pickering's  record  out  the  panel's  approval.  committee  meeting.  He  told  CNS  News,  "I 

on  civil  rights  and  on  concerns  about  Several  national  news  media  outlets  hope  that,  regardless  of  whether  my 
future  rulings  on  abortion.  identified  Ernest  "Fritz"  Hollings  of  South  father's  nomination  continues  to  go  for- 

A  bipartisan,  multi-racial  group  of  Carolina  and  Zell  Miller  of  Georgia  as  at  ward  both  parties  could  step  back,  reform 
Mississippians  traveled  to  Washington,  least  two  Senate  Democrats  who  planned  the  process,  reach  agreement  on  how  nom- 
D.C.,  the  week  before  the  vote  to  endorse  to  vote  in  favor  of  Pickering  had  the  nomi-  inations  will  be  held  in  the  future. 
Pickering's  elevation  to  the  appeals  court,  nation  made  it  to  the  Senate  floor.  I  do  think  it  is  a  veiy'  dangerous  prece- 

The  group  included  William  Winter,  a  Opponents  of  Pickering  on  and  off  the  dent  to  misinterpret  the  'advise  and  con- 
Dem(x:rat  who  served  as  governor  from  committee  called  for  Bush  to  refuse  to  send  sent'  clause  of  the  Constitution  to  mean  10 
1980-84;  Mike  Moore,  the  &mocrat  attor-  similar  nominees  to  the  Senate.  senators  can  stop  a  nomination." 
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The  new  policy  for  public  service 

pro-lifers  need  not  apply.  Gandy,  president  of  the  “  ,  ,  _  .  ^ 

[le  message  a  great  many  decided^  pro-abortion  VDO  IF  1L 

icross  the  coun^  are  con-  National  Oreanization  for  T*Oc  MCOMF 

Jy  behind  last  week's  rejec-  Women  (NOW). 

•  U.S.  Senate  Judiciary  Senators  oppo^  to  PART  Or  THC  ANj  WDK  tOR  MMBRICA  . 
Charles  Pickering's  nomina-  Pickering's  nomination  dis-  AMD  MOT  AHOlHGR  OF  ITS  PROStfMJr 


Editor's 

Notebook 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


the  record  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  made 
it  clear  that  underneath  the  thin  veneer  of 
political  excuses  offered  W  the  committee 
was  the  real  reason  for  Pickering's  rejec¬ 
tion:  his  deep  religious  convictions. 

Lott's  observation  is  correct,  but  he 
could  have  added  that  opponents'  animos¬ 
ity  for  Pickering's  faith  was  matched  by 
their  animosity  for  his  pro-life  positions. 
That  combination  was  simply  too  much  for 
10  senators  to  stomach. 

So  let  the  message  go  forth  from  the  U.S. 
Senate  that  when  it  comes  to  public  service, 
Christian  pro-lifers  need  not  apply. 

If  we're  not  happy  with  that  policy  — 
and  we  certainly  Wouldn't  be  —  we  need 
to  speak  up  and  start  working  to  change  it. 

Are  you  ready?  Now  is  not  the  time  to 
stand  on  the  sidelines. 
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turning  back  the  cloci 


Minette  Drumwright,  who 
n:  I  served  for  many  year  in  the 

prayer  office  of  the 
/I'M/-/  Ml/*/!-!#  International  Mission  Board  of 

1/lS  yTtt.Xj  the  Southern  Baptist 

,  ,  '  ,  ^  Convention,  has  written  a 

PIfCC7/T'H/7'P't^C  book  for  WMU  entitled.  The 

fUjuLUiUyii  Lifg  That  Prays.  She  chal- 

,  -  „  .  lenges  us  to  take  one  step  fur- 

anda  Lee,  Exec.  Dir.  ther  in  our  commitment  to 

I's  Missionary  Union  praying  for  missions.  She  asks 

us  to  see  prayer  as  a  strategy 
for  missions. 

grown  tiirough  the  years  and  are  A  strategy  denotes  plan- 
a  significant  part  or  WMU  plan-  nine  and  intentionality  based 
nine  for  the  oiurch  today.  on  knowledge.  Minette's  per- 

m  addition  to  the  weeks  of  sonal  experiences  with  prayer 
prayer,  the  most  popular  as  a  strategy  validate  God's 
method  for  members  is  the  desire  to  work  in  miraculous 
Prayer  Calendar,  which  was  ways  as  we  allow  him  to  direct 
first  used  as  far  back  as  1891.  our  praying. 

After  sporadic  printing  as  a  Praying  For  missionaries  and 
separate  piece,  tne  calendar  of  for  the  salvation  of  all  the  peo- 
prayer  bwame  a  part  of  WMU  pies  of  the  world  is  at  the  heart 
publications  in  1918.  of  all  we  do  through  WMU. 

Many  other  prayer  Join  us  as  we  embrace  the 
emphases  and  prayer  projects  strategic  role  of  prayer  and  giv- 
through  the  years  nave  served  ing  as  a  missions  strategy. 

to  equip  and  call  out  faithful  . 

praymg  on  behalf  of  missions.  WMU,  an  auxiliary  of  the 
What  about  the  future?  How  Southern  Baptist  Convention  with 
can  we  reach  the  millions  who  affiliates  in  most  state  Baptist  con- 
are  lost  in  our  own  country,  ventions,  is  headquartered  in 
much  less  aroimd  the  world?  Birminglmm. 


Throughout  my  involve¬ 
ment  in  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  (WMU),  1 
have  heard  many  missionaries 
state  how  much  they  depend 
on  WMU  for  faithful  praymg. 

One  missionary  even  said, 
"If  the  WMU  stops  praying.  I'm 
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Guest  Opinion:  I 

Join  us  and  pray 

1 

for  missionaries 

■ _ 

By  Wanda  Lee,  Exec.  Dir. 

Woman's  Missionary  Union 

Lookiij^^  buck 


Upward  Basketball 


week  team  practice  times 
typically  stop  midway 
through' for  the  dex  otion  and 
recitation  of  Bible  v  erses. 

Cox  acknowledged  the 
possibility  that  a  child  or  par¬ 
ent  might  express  concern 
ox  er  this  mandatory  require¬ 
ment,  especially  someone 
who  might  not  be  a  Christian, 
but  Cox  said  if  anvtMie  were 
to  have  such  a  conflict,  partic¬ 
ipating  churches  are  instruct¬ 
ed  "to  tell  them  up  front  that 
this  is  what's  going  to  hap¬ 
pen;  this  is  what  xx’e're  going 
to  be  sharing." 

Some  Upward  programs 


and  local  reports)  — 
Young  athletes  across  the 
country  are  taking  their 


to  a  level 

Christian-based 
ministry  that  uses  basket- 

a  tool  to  the  JT 

Gospel  —  this  A.  iSaWllfl 

private  for 

one 

through  six  claims  to  be 
the  Christian 

first  ■B 

basketball 
said 
Basketball 
spokesman  Jordan  Cox  of 
the 

as  non-denom- 

even  a  u 

it 

Spartanburg, 

number  of  Missis-  ■¥■ 

churches 
for  the  pro- 
gram,  ran  from 

October  of  last  year  CALLING  THE  PLAY  -  Lisa  Kuyrkendall  (left)  of  Madison  holds  a 
through  February  of  this  session  with  members  of  Lightning,  her  Upward  Basketball  team  durin 
year.  Accurate  figures  are  out  in  their  game  at  the  Family  Life  Center  of  Ridgecrest  Church  ^ 
not  available  for  the  total  Ridgecrest  Church,  where  Kuyrkendall  is  a  meniber,  was  one  ol 

number  of  churches  that  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  that  signed  on  this  past  season  to  host  the 
participated.  ;r,^i. i,, /-u.;,.: - , - l  _'?  .  .  ....  .r^ . .  .. 

Even  kids  with  little  or 
no  exposure  to  the  Gos| 
invited  to  lace  up  with  L 
Basketball,  Cox  told 


also  break  at  halftime  of  the 
Saturday  morning  games  for 


BAPTISTS 


are  adapted  by  Christian  mission-  them  to  the  God  who  created 
aries  and  greeted  by  foreign  this  universe  (who]  has  a  plan 
4S-  peoples  with  enthusiasm.  for  their  lives  and  loves  them." 

oal  "A  lot  of  people  are  willing  Upward  Basketball's  evan- 
ro-  to  come  in  the  gym  door  of  the  gelical  message  appears  to  be 
ing  church  [who]  will  never  come  popular  with  the  kids, 
pie  in  the  front  door,"  Cox  said.  Participation  in  the  basket- 
im-  "We  want  kids  to  know  that  ball  program  —  which  receives 
Jesus  loves  them  and  that's  no  tax  dollars  but  does  charge  a 
led  why  we're  doing  what  we  do."  reasonable  per-child  fee  —  has 
im  Upward  Ba^etball  has  a  grown  to  more  than  140,000 
m-  mission,  but  it  is  not  an  attempt  kids  in  35  states  and  more  than 
hs.  to  shove  anything  down  any-  740  churches  since  it  expanded 
he  l^j^'s  throat,"  Cox  said.  Rather,  beyond  Spartanburg  in  1995. 

expects  to  add  more 
than  200  programs  nationwide 
by  2003,  boosting  enrollment 
beyond  i75,(XX)  kids. 

Cox  said  the  program  and  its 
coaches  are  "not  force-feeding 
anything  to  people  that  they're 
not  ready  for."  However,  one 
element  of  the  Upward 
Basketball  program  isn't  typical 
of  other  leagues  —  namely, 
mandatory  "aexTxtions." 

Cox  said  the  young  players 
are  required  to  participate  in 
devotions  during  breaks  at 
practice.  The  one-hour,  once-a- 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


NAME  nabs  Telly  awards 

ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP) 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  Eleven  broadcast  and  video  pro¬ 
ductions  by  the  North  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  have 
been  named  wirmers  or  finalists  in  the  23rd  annual  Telly 
Awards  competition.  More  than  11,000  commerxrials,  films,  and 
video  projects  competed  against  a  high  national  standard  of 
excellence  for  two  award  levels  —  the  silver  "winner"  award 
and  the  bronze  "finalist"  honor.  TWo  productions  by  the  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,-based  FamilyNet  and  one  by  NAMB's 
Alpharetta-based  electronic  media  team  were  recipients  of  the 
highest-level  Silver  Telly.  In  Alpharetta,  producer  Wolf 
Schumacher  and  editor  Rc^er  Mahr  received  a  Silver  Telly  for 
The  Cross  or  the  Crescent  —  a  video  production  examining 
Islam  in  the  United  States  and  how  it  compares  to  Christianity. 
At  FamilyNet,  producer  Gayla  Golden  won  for  the  Country 
Crossroads  television  show,  while  producer  Trish  Ragsdale 
won  for  "The  Ones  Left  Standing"  —  a  musical  tribute  to  the 
rescue  workers  responding  to  the  Sept.  11  terrorist  attack  on 
New  York  that  aired  on  At  Home  -  Live!  Ragsdale  also  received 
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W.  A.  Criswell,  pastor  of  First  Chiiah,  Dallas,  declares  that  B.iptists 
have  overcome  libt'rals.  Speaking  in  S,iks,  .Ma.,  Criswell  s.ws,  "The  liK*rals 
now  am  a  x  en-  small  minoritx'.  Fundamentalists  finallv  succtxxfed  m  purg¬ 
ing  liberals  fmm  pixsitions  of  poxver  in  the  Stmthem  fkiptist  Conx  ention.” 


Thnx’  Mississippi  Baptist  choirs  haxe  Kx’n  chosen  to  perform  at  the 
Baptist  pavilion  at  the  W82  World's  Fair  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.  Participating 
churches  include  First  Church,  Oxford;  Wotufland  Hills  Church,  lackson; 
and  the  Mississippi  College  Chixir,  Clinton. 


U.S.  Pa'sident  Harry  S.  Iruman  likes  First  Church  of  Washington,  D. 
C.,  because/'the  preacher  ahvax  s  ta*ats  me  as  a  chumh  memK*r  and  not  as 
the  head  t'f  a  circus.  I  do  not  go  to  church  for  show,"  s.iid  thx'  blunt-spi>- 
ken  leader  x>f  the  fiw  world. 


Women's  leadership  spotlighted  at  meeting 


Deadline  set 
for  summer 
missions 

ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  — 
High  school  and  college  stu¬ 
dents  interested  in  applying  to 
serve  as  summer  missionaries 
through  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB)  have 
until  April  20  to  submit  appli¬ 
cations,  according  to  the  enti¬ 
ty's  missionary  mobilization 
team.  In  2001  the  entity  part¬ 
nered  with  state  Southern 
Baptist  conventions  to  place 
more  than  1,400  college  stu¬ 
dents  as  student  summer  mis¬ 
sionaries,  while  an  additional 
124  served  through  the 
Sojourners  program  tor  high 
school  students. 

This  year  NAMB  and  part¬ 
ner  state  conventions  hope  to 
place  1,600  students  in  set¬ 
tings  that  include  Strategic 
Focus  Cities  outreach  efforts  in 
Seattle  and  Philadelphia,  small 
towns,  and  resort  settings. 

Applications  for  summer 
missions  service  can  be  com¬ 
pleted  online  at 

www.answerthecall.net.  For 
more  information,  students 
can  contact  the  Missionary 
Mobilization  Team  at  (800) 
462-8657  ext.  6461  or  email 
call@namb.net. 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  — 
Not  even  a  power  failure  could 
disrupt  the  Women's 
Leadership  Consultation  at 
Southeastern  Seminary 

(SEBTS)  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C. 

The  power  went  out  during 
the  conference's  mission- 
focused  International  Fashion 
Show,  hosted  by  Bobbye  Rankin, 
wife  of  International  Mission 
Board  President  Jerry  Rankin, 
but  after  a  few  candles  were  lit, 
the  show  and  the  conference 
went  on  before  the  lights  did. 

The  conference,  s^nsored  by 
the  Seminary  Women's 
Fellowship,  featured  teachers 
and  speakers  from  within  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  and  throughout  the  United 
States,  with  the  theme  of 
"Holiness:  Making  the  Faith  in 
Your  Heart  the  Heart  of  Your 
Ufe." 

Dorothy  Patterson,  professor 
of  women's  studies  at 
Southeastern  and  wife  of  the 
seminary's  president,  Paige 
Patterson,  said  the  Feb.  1-2 
gathering  was  not  a  retreat; 
rather,  it  was  a  focused  training 
seminar  with  an  enrollment 
limited  to  300  people. 

"Our  goal  is  to  take  the 
leadership  from  among 
women  and  equip  them,"  she 
said.  "We're  trying  to  minister 
to  women  in  our  churches  as 
well  as  on  our  campus." 

The  venue  for  the  consulta¬ 


tion  rotates  among  the  SBC's  six 
seminary  campuses,  and  this  is 
the  second  leadership  consulta¬ 
tion  ^utheastem  has  hosted  on 
its  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  campus. 

Southeastern  has  been  a  pio¬ 
neer  in  the  area  of  academic 
women's  studies  through  its 
master  of  divinity  degree  with 
a  focus  on  women's  studies. 

The  semina^  also  has  a 
Women's  Certificate  program 
so  that  women  who  can't  com¬ 
mit  to  a  full  master  of  divinity 
program  can  gain  knowledge  of 
the  Word  of  God  and  also  prac¬ 
tical  training  in  women's  issues. 

This  year's  consultation  had 
a  dual  focus:  the  Word  of  God 
and  missions.  In  addition  to 
general  sessions  featuring  an 
exposition  of  a  biblical  passage, 
workshops  also  focused  on  bib¬ 
lical  exposition.  Then  on 
Friday,  two  events  highlighted 
global  evangelization:  the  fash¬ 
ion  show  and  an  International 
Buffet  dinner. 

The  show  spotlighted  cloth¬ 
ing  from  the  'Tife  of  a 
Missionary  Woman." 

The  buffet  dinner  was  put 
together  by  Eva  Greenham, 
wite  of  Southeastern  professor 
Ant  Greenham,  and  featured 
courses  from  all  over  the  world. 

Each  session  also  featured  a 
testimony  from  a  woman  who 
had  been  through  difficult 
experiences,  a  segment  titled 
"In  the  Line  of  Fire." 


The  keynote 
speaker  for  the 
event  was 
Nancy  Leigh 
DeMoss,  a 
popular  speak¬ 
er  on  women's 
issues  and  host 
of  the  daily 
radio  program 
"Revive  Our 
Hearts,"  which 
is  heard  on 
more  than  250 
stations 
nationwide. 

The  confer¬ 
ence  also  is 
held  in  con¬ 
junction  with  a 
networking 
event  hosted 
by  the  wives  of 
the  SBC  semi¬ 
nary  presi¬ 
dents  in  which 
wives  of  lead¬ 
ers  from  across 
the  convention 
gather  to 
report  on 
women's 
issues. 

"We  share 
with  each 
other  what 
we're  doing," 

Patterson  said.  UKRAINIAN  FASHION  —  Kristina  Bulzan  mod- 
"It's  a  woman-  els  a  traditional  Ukrainian  dress  during  a  missions- 
t  o  -  w  o  m  a  n  oriented  fashion  show  at  the  Women's  Leadership 
ministry."  Consultation.  (BP  photo) 


SYAP  suit  affirms  religious  expression  in  school 

DEMING,  N.M.  (BP)  —  procedure,  has  not  yet  been  policy  —  but  the  Deming  F*ublic  "Praise  God,"  Bishop  said  of 
Deming  (N.M)  Public  Schools,  ad^ted  by  the  school  district.  Schools'  Board  of  Educahon  list-  the  agreement.  "It  contains  more 
under  order  of  a  U.S.  District  ^ause  a  federal  judge's  sig-  ed  the  policy  for  a  first  reading  on  than  what  the  suit  was  about.  I'm 


DEMING,  N.M.  (BP)  — 
Deming  (N.M)  Public  Schools, 
under  order  of  a  U.S.  District 
Court  Judge,  has  a  new  policy 
for  student  expression  and 
association. 

It  has  been  in  force  since 
January,  but  in  cwie  of  those  odd 
twists  of  law  and  parliamentary 


procedure,  has  not  yet  been 
ad^ted  by  the  school  district. 

Because  a  federal  judge's  sig¬ 
nature  is  affixed  to  the  p^cy,  the 


nature  is  affixed  to  the  policy,  the 
result  ^of  a  settlement  of  a  suit 
filed  6y  a  Deming  High  School 
student,  any  question  over  stu¬ 
dent  expression  or  association 
would  be  handled  under  the  new 


IMB:  BGCT  'manufacturing  crisis' 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  "Activists"  who  and  that  th^  are  'for  ffie  first  time'  being 
>rchestrated  a  ^ptist  General  Convention  of  required  to  affirm  a  'inaiunade'  doctrinal  state- 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  "Activists"  who 
orchestrated  a  ^ptist  General  Convention  of 
Texas  (BGCT)  executive  board  vote  Feb.  26 
are  "manufacturing  a  crisis  where  none 
exists,"  an  International  Mission  Board  (IMB) 
leader  has  charged. 

The  Texas  board  voted  to  create  a  "transi¬ 
tion  fund"  to  assist  Soudtem  Baptist  mission¬ 
aries  who  they  dunk  mi^t  resign  in  protest 
over  IMB  President  Jerry  Rankin's  request  that 
diey  affirm  the  2000  edition  of  The  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message. 

The  Texas  board's  action  was  based  on  false 
accusations  of  "creedalism"  made  by  activists 
unhappy  with  the  conservative  direction  of  tiie 
Soutiiem  Baptist  Convention,  said  Larry  Cox, 
IMB  vice  president  for  mobiliution. 

"We*^regret  that  activists  in  the  Baptist 
General  Coivention  of  Texas  have  chosen  to 
misrepresent  what  is  happening  between 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  and  meir  leader¬ 
ship,"  Cox  said.  "They  are  manufacturing  a  cri¬ 
sis  where  none  exists. 

"These  acti\TSts  are  falsely  saying  that  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  being  forced  to  awnge  their  beliefs 
to  conform  to  a  document  tiwy  do  not  agree 
witii.  They  claim  missionaries  are  'under  attack' 
by  their  own  leadership.  They  claim  Jerry 
Rankin  has  broken  a  pnimise  to  missicmaries 


ment  ratiier  than  the  Bible. 

"None  of  tiiose  accusaticms  is  true,"  Cox 
said.  "It  is  ccmipelling  rhetoric  used  by  people 
who  already  are  willing  to  believe  the  worst 
about  Southern  Baptists  today." 

Aski^  missionaries  to  affirm  the  2000 
Baptist  I&th  and  Message  is  not  a  reversal  of 
IMB  policy,  like  some  critics  have  complained, 
Cox  said. 

"Requiring  missionaries  to  affirm  The 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message  has  been  the  board's 
practice  for  decades,  even  under  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  Keitii  Parks,"  Cox  said. 

Parks,  who  served  as  president  of 
Southern  Baptists'  overseas  missions  board 
from  1980  to  1992,  is  chairman  of  the  sub¬ 
committee  that  brought  the  recommendation 
to  the  executive  board. 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries  have  always 
been  free  to  disagree  with  The  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message,  Cox  pomted  out. 

"I  know  our  missionaries.  I  served  Southern 
Baptists  overseas  for  18  years,"  Cox  said,  "and  I 
believe  that  the  majority  of  our  missionaries  are 
willing  to  testify  to  Southern  Baptists  as  often  as 
needed  that  they  share  the  same  core  convic¬ 
tions  that  Southern  Baptists  hold." 


its  Feb.  19  agenda. 

It  is  scheduled  for  adoption  at 
its  March  14  meeting. 

The  suit  arose  from  last 
Srotember's  See  You  At  the  Pole 
(SyAP)  gatherinj^  sponsored 
locally  by  the  Fellowship  of 
Christictn  Athletes  (FCA). 

Posters  displayed  by  the 
Deming  chapter,  at  behest  of  dis¬ 
trict  legal  staff,  were  censored. 
That  prompted  a  suit  by  Regina 
M.  Bishop,  captain  of  the  Deming 
FCA  huddle  and  a  member  of 
First  Church  in  Deming. 

The  suit  alleged  viSations  of 
First  Amendment  free  speech 
and  freedom  of  religion  guaran¬ 
tees,  of  the  Equal  Access  Act  and 
of  the  14th  Amendment. 

The  posters  the  FCA  wished  to 
display  contained  the  phrases 
'TaWig  a  Stand  for  Christ,"  "I 
Kneel  wfore  the  Father"  and 
"We  Bow  Down." 

The  posters  eventually  dis¬ 
played  on  campus  had  the  words 
^'We  Bow  Down"  partially  cov¬ 
ered  by  a  strip  of  paper  on  which 
was  written  "Fellowship  of 
Christian  Athletes."  ^ 

Federal  Judge  Bruce  D.  Black 
signed  the  consent  order  and  dis¬ 
missal  in  January,  while  retaining 
and  continuing  Jurisdiction  to 
enforce  terms  of  a  stipulation 
reached  between  the  district  and 
Bishop,  the  latter  represented  by 
Alliance  Defense  Fund  of 
Scottsdale,  Ariz. 


"Praise  God,"  Bishop  said  of 
the  agreement.  "It  contains  more 
than  what  the  suit  was  about.  I'm 
veiy  pleased  with  the  policy." 

'^It  better  defines  procedures 
under  which  students  m^  oper¬ 
ate  on  campus,"  said  Deming 
High  principal  Eric  Cress. 

It  is  in  line,  he  and  District 
Superintendent  Hector  Madrid 
said,  with  latest  federal  court  rul¬ 
ings  and  case  law. 

"The  single  most  important 
change,"  maintiff's  attorney 
Benjamin  Bull  of  the  Alliance 
Defense  Fund  (ADF)  said,  "is 
that  the  school  can  no  longer 
discriminate  against  student 
speech  becau^  it's  religious  ... 
on  the  grourvjG  that  it's  in  reli¬ 
gious  forums. 

"If  the  students  are  allowed  to 
put  up  signs  on  campus  —  if  any 
students  are  allowed  to  put  up 
signs  on  campus  —  the  school 
cannot  censor  speech  on  the 
grounds  that  is  religious,"  said 
Bull,  of  the  ADF. 

"For  the  first  time,  it  recog¬ 
nized  the  constitutional  right  of 
students  to  engage  in  rebgious 
expression.  The  policy  makes  a 
correct  constitutional  distinction 
between  official  government 
speech  on  the  one  hand  and  stu¬ 
dent  speech  on  the  other." 

Previously,  Bull  said,  that 
either  didn't  exist  in  district  pc»li- 
cy  or  was  so  blurry,  no  one 
understcxxd  it. 


Reprinted  with  permission  of  The 
Deming  Headlight. 
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"Wiggle  Tails" 

After  1  preached  in  one  of  our 
churches  recently,  a  man  came 
up,  shook  my  hand,  and 
thanked  me  for  helping  them 
get  the  "wiggle  tails"  out  of 
tneir  hearts.  Unsua*  of  what  the 
man  was  talking  about,  I 
replied,  "Sir?"  I  le  said,  "You 
ha\  e  helped  us  get  some  of  the 
'wiggle  tails'  out  of  our  hearts." 

1  stocxt  there  looking  some¬ 
what  bewildered,  not  quite 
comprehending  what  he  was 
talking  about,  as  he  continued, 
"You  do  know  what  'wiggle 
tails'  are,  don't  you?" 

"Yes  sir,  1  do,"  1  replied.  "I'm 
sure  it's  not  the  scientific  name, 
but  'wiggle  tails'  are  those  little 
creatures  that  live  in  stagnant 
water  that  eventually  become 
mosquitoes." 

I  can  remember  as  a  kid, 
before  1  could  even  read  or 
write,  finding  "wiggle  tails"  in 
puddles  of  water  or  in  some 
pan  out  in  the  yard.  I  would 
watch  them  as  they  would  scur¬ 
ry  about  in  the  water.  1  guess 
'^wiggle  tails"  in  themselves  are 
harmless,  but  left  alone  in  the 
stagnant  water  they  will  hatch 
out  into  testy,  even  disease-car¬ 
rying  mosquitoes. 

That's  what  the  brother  was 
talking  about  as  he  explained  to 
me  that  "wiggle  tails"  don't  live 
in  running  water  and  when  the 
blessings  of  Gcxl  begin  to  flow 
in  your  heart  and  overflow  from 
vour  heart,  the  "wiggle  tails" 
have  to  go!  He  was  absolutely 
on  target  and  I  was  grateful  to 
know  that  something  the  Lord 
liad  prov  ided  tliat  w'eek  had 
enabled  some  people  to  get  their 
"wiggle  tails"  flusned  out. 

.As  I  thought  about  the 
insight  my  Christian  friend  had 
shared  with  me,  I  realized  that  I 
had  swn  "wiggle  tails"  get  in 
mv  own  heart.  1  was  ev  en  able 
to  classifv  some  of  them. 
Mavbe  you  have  recognized 
some  "wriggle  tails"  in  yoUrs  or 
somcxme  else's  heart. 

•  There  is  the  "wiggle  tail" 
of  pettiness.  This  "wiggle  tail" 
gets  us  focused  on  little, 
insignificant,  trivial  matters.  At 


T)irectm  ms 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


times,  the  spread  of  this  "wig¬ 
gle  tail"  has  become  epidemic 
among  Baptists.  Once  it  hatches 
in  our  hearts  and  multiplies, 
the  "wiggle  tail"  of  pettiness 
will  literally  cause  us  to  move 
from  one  little  thing  to  another, 
making  each  one  a  major  issue. 

Baptists  will  fuss  over  the 
color  of  carpet,  placement  of  a 
piano,  cutting  of  a  tree,  and  even 
whether  or  not  to  plant  a  tree.  I 
have  known  of  believers  getting 
crossed  up  with  each  other  over 
literature,  songbooks,  flower 
arrangements,  and  even 
whether  or  not  to  have  record 
boards  hanging  in  the  sanctuarv. 

It  must  have  been  "wiggle 
tails"  of  the  pettiness  variety 
that  got  into  the  hearts  of  James 
and  John  when  they  were  wor¬ 
rying  about  where  they  were 
going  to  sit  in  the  Kingdom. 
The  same  strain  of  "wiggle 
tails"  is  evident  in  some  mlks 
today  when  they  realize  some¬ 
body  got  in  their  seat  at  church 
—  tnt pettiness  "wiggle  tail!" 

•  Tnere  is  the  "wiggle  tail" 
of  piininess.  The  pettiness  "wig¬ 
gle  tail"  deals  with  small  issues; 
the  puniness  "wiggle  tail"  sim- 
plv  makes  people. small.  We  all 
are  capable  of  being  small  in  the 


\v  ay  we  act  and  react,  as  well  as 
ithe  wav  we  treat  each  other.  W'e 
can  be  ptitiy! 

1  hav  e  seen  grown  people  act 
like  preschoolers  —  men  and 
women  being  so  childish  that 
they  act  out  their  immaturitv, 
their  puniness,  by  not  even 
speaking  to  eacn  other!  It 
appears  as  though  Jesus  is  trv- 
ing  to  show  us  the  "wiggle  tail" 
of  puniness  when  he  doesn't 
stop  the  story  of  the  Prodigal 
Son  with  his  arrival  at  home. 

No,  there  was  another  person 
involved  —  a  small-spirited, 
puny  elder  brother  who  was 
peeveci  and  miffed  because  his 
Drother  came  home.  He  was  so 
small  he  could  not  see  the  big 
victor}'  that  had  taken  place.  His 
self-righteousness  was  so  large 
that  he  had  no  rtwm  in  his  heart 
for  his  brother  to  be  restored.  He 
needed  the  puniness  "wiggle 
tail"  washed  from  his  heart. 

•  There  is  the  "wiggle  tail"  of 
pleasantless.  Literally,  this  "wig¬ 
gle  tail"  can  infect  your  heart  and 
without  you  even  knowing  it, 
nothing,  absolutelv  in>thing,  s*it- 
isfies  vou.  Nothing  is  pleasant. 

I  once  was  talking  to  a  man 
who  was  going  iner  his  list  of 
most  recent  complaints  about 


the  church.  As  he  went  from  one 
bellyache  to  the  next,  I  finally 
stopped  him  and  simply  asked, 
"Have  you  ever  founci  one  grx)d 
thing  about  our  church?'  He 
answered,  "Well,  absolutely! 
There  are  a  lot  of  g(H)d  things 
about  our  church."  1  said, 
"Name  me  one."  He  thought  for 
a  moment  and  literally  could 
not  come  up  with  one  g(H>d, 
positiv  e  thing  about  the  church. 

I  don't  think  he  even  realized 
that  he  had  lost  all  the  jov  t>f  the 
pleasant  things  that  ChkI  was 
doing  in  the  midst  of  his  jX’ople. 
He  was  infected  with  the  "wig¬ 
gle  tail"  of  pleasantless. 

How  do  vou  get  rid  of  "wig¬ 
gle  tails"  in  the  church?  me 
flow  of  Gi>d's  wonderful  spirit, 
like  water  rushing  through  our 
hearts,  can  rid  us  of  "wiggle 
tails."  All  the  "wiggle  tails"  will 
die  and  no  longer  lx*  a  threat  as 
the  wonderful  flow  of  God's 
spirit  moves  through  our  hearts. 
We  will  become  new  people 
because  these  vile  little  creatures 
will  no  longer  infect  us. 

"Wiggle  tails,"  like  sins,  do 
not  just  stay  in  their  formative 
shape.  They  grow,  change, 
expand,  and  Wcome  even  more 
harmful.  That  is  the  reason  little 
sins  must  be  quickly  dealt  with 
by  the  grace  and  power  of  God. 
David's  great  sin  began  with 
just  a  look.  Samson's  tragic  fall 
started  as  just  a  little  teasing 
game.  Peter's  great  shame 
negan  as  the  simple  dismissal 
of  a  little  girl's  inquiry. 

Take  a  holy  moment,  even 
now,  and  allow  the  flow  of 
GikLs  spirit  to  wash  out  the 
"wiggle  tails"  in  vour  life! 


LifeWay 
ojfers  free 
report 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BPi  — 
Church  learlers  now  have  the 
opportunity  to  exjjerience 
Ministry  Insights  behavioral 
assessment  at  no  cost. 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  is  offering 
one  free  Insights  on-line 
assessment  to  each  SBC 
church.  Pastors  are  invited  to 
use  the  complimentary  evalua¬ 
tion  to  learn  more  about  the 
many  ways  the  Insights  family 
of  tools  can  meet  various  min¬ 
istry  needs.  The  on-line  survey 
takes  10  minutes  to  complete, 
and  produces  an  immediate, 
in-depth  report.  The  free  test  is 
located  at 

WWW.  I  ifeway.com/i  nsights. 

The  Ministry  Insights  report 
is  one  of  five  on-line  assess¬ 
ments  available  from  the 
LifeWay  Insights  family  of 
products.  Family  Insights  con¬ 
sists  of  both  parent  and  teen 
versions  to  provide  concepts 
that  will  build  understanding 
and  blend  differences 
Ix’tween  parent  and  teenager. 


Tenn.  author  encourages  readers  to  banish  boredom 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Are  vou  just  plain  bored  and 
fwl  vour  life  has  no  purpose?  If 
so,  Ed  Rowell,  teacning  pastor 
at  First  Church,  Franklin, 
Tenn.,  suggests  you  should 
refexTus  on  '^winning  at  life." 

Row'ell,  author  of  a  new’ 
Broadman  &  Holman  book. 
Go  The  Distance:  21  Habits 
and  Attitudes  For  Winning  At 


Life,  says  people  need  to  run 
the  race  ot  life  with  the  finish 
line  clearly  in  mind. 

Divided  inti>  21  chapters 
that  focus  on  individual 
"winning"  habits,  Rowell's 
book  pushes  readers  to  dis¬ 
cover  their  God-given  pur¬ 
pose  in  life,  work  toward 
achieving  it  and  find  lasting 
satisfaction  in  their  choices. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medicare 
Supplement  or  Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes^  Call  Today! 


□  Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  age  65  .  . .  New  Low  Rates! 
Drug  Card! 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  Low  Rates! 

Drug  card! 

□  Major  Medical  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room, 
Intensive  Care,  Surgery. 

Drug  card  available. 

□  Mortgage  Family  Protection 

Plan  offers:  full  pay  off  of  your  mortgage 
should  you  die.  Return  of  all  premiums  paid 
should  you  live  until  the  end  of  the  term! 

March  21, 2002^ — - - - 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127 
Brandon,  MS  39047 

call  toll-free: 

1-800-880-2305 

Agents  needed. 

For  complete  details  on  all  plans 
including  limitations  and 
exclusions  call  today. 

Not  connected  with  any 
federal  program. 


♦ 


"Fverv  pastur  has  had  the 
experience  of  sitting  with 
someone  who  knows  they  are 
dving  and  listening  to  that 
person  express  remorse  and 
guilt  over  the  life  thev 
neglected  to  live,"  Rowell 
said.  "I've  walked  out  of 
those  situations  begging  God, 
'Please  let  me  live  in  such  a 
w'av  that  I  can  die  w’ith  mini¬ 
mal  regrets.'" 

Rowell  said  his  bexvk  isn't  a 
how-to  manual  for  life,  thi>ugh 
he  d(X‘s  offer  insights  and  sug¬ 
gestions  to  readers  based  on  his 
own  life  experiences. 

"It  is  for  people  who  are 
searching  for  a  purcxvse," 
Rowell  said  of  his  bix)K.  "ft  is  for 
ptxvple  who  are  bored  with  their 
jobs,  bored  with  their  marriages, 
bored  w'ith  their  churches." 

Boredom  is  the  inevitable 
result  of  life  out  of  focus,  he 
said.  "As  I  wrote  Go  the 
Distance,  I  prayed  that  God 
would  use  it  to  give  believers 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet. 
Van  Winkle  and  steep/es.l 

Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Toll  Free 

1-800-821-7263 

- The  Baptist  Record 


of  this  generation  a  clear 
focus  on  his  purpi>ses  and 
banish  their  boredom. 
Bevond  that,  I  continue  to  ask 
hirh  to  use  this  book  to  trans¬ 
form  pew  potatoes  into 
intensely  fit,  thoroughly 
trained  and  wholly  commit¬ 
ted  spiritual  warriors." 

Each  chapter  fixruses  on  a 
specific  issue,  such  as  disci- 

E'line,  learning  to  say  'no'  and 
uilding  character,  arid  can  be  a 
useful  oiscipleship  Ux)l,  he  said. 

While  the  book  dwsn't  tell 
people  how  to  live  their  lives, 
Rowell  said  he  hopes  it  helps 
them  grow  spiritually  and 
win  at  life  by  accomplishing 
God's  goals. 

"Success  is  nt>t  about  mv 
agenda,  my  plans  or  my  priori¬ 
ties,"  Rowell  said.  "I  gave  all 
that  up  when  I  surrendered  to 
Christ.  That's  what  it  means  to 
let  him  be  Lord  of  mv  life." 

Bnvadman  and  Holman  is  the 
trade  publishing  division  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
headquartered  in  Nashville. 


Are  your  seniors  tired  ot 
crawling  over  the 
HUMP'’  The  solution  • 
a  15-passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised  root 
&  etodric  step. 

Csl  IMMs  Wsi  R  Bus  Ibdasl  VMCMI 

BUSES  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 
www.irl-slalevanbus.com 


Just  for  the  Record 


TMertown  Church, 
Ev  lertuvN  n,  u  I! 

I 1 1 1<  •!! I  i K1 1 ,  I  -'I  C’ - I'i  “  ,  J 

»>i  M.i\  \\  i.!|- 

I  v:UI  k  s  I  ).1\.  li 


,  i  Lifsliurj;  Chunh, 

Morttrn,  wil.  piv  'tit 
fx'w  ihi  Kill  ,  u  Jniir-it- 

y  ii.  ir  j'  \  M  It)!  1  jsti'f,  .it 

tlv  ‘  hristi.m  l.iti-  (.  -.Miter, 
NJortvin.  Ihf  Jiito.s  .inJ 
tinio>  aiv  Stitiirdu\, 
M.irch  23,  und  Siind.u, 
March  24,  at  7  p.m.  f  or 
adthtitmal  intbrmation,  call  tlu* 
church  at  (601 )  834-5306. 


TeamKIDs  of  New  Bethel  Church,  Carrollton 

TeamKIDs  (pictured)  partic¬ 
ipating  in  the  Christmas 
pageant  at  New  fk'thel  Church, 

Carrollton,  were  Amanda  and 
Jessica  Shelton;  Katy  and 
Lindsc'V  Ricks;  Leij’hanne  and 
Kimberly  Parker;  Clara,  Laura, 
and  Justin  F.lliott;  Eric  Cioss;  and 
Alana  I.ovverv. 


First  Church 


,  Kosciusko, 
declicalecl  the  Son  Building  on 
March  10  at  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service*,  tollowt*d  bv  o[H*n 
house  in  the  atternoon. 
Formerly  occufiied  by  the 
Sunflower  Food  Store,  the 
multi-purpose  building  has 
bc*en  recently  renovated  to 
provide  a  kitchem,  prayer 
room  banner  workroom,  stor- 
ap*,  spc'c  iai  friends  and  drama 
■  lassnxim,  and  large  assemble 
r(M>m.  Youth  f7is<  ipleship  Sow 
\V<*<*kr*nd  was  the-  first  tunc  linn 
hc*ld  in  the  liuiUlinii. 


Easter  Sunday  services  at 
lieacon  Church,  Hattic*sburg, 
will  include  sunrise  sc-r\  ice  at  6 
a.m.;  Sunday  Schixil,  6:43  a.m.; 
breakfast,  7;3()  a.m.,  and  morn¬ 
ing  ser\  ice  w  ill  bt'gin  at  8:13  a.m. 


The  Passion  Play,  depicting 
Christ's  crucifixion  through  his 
resurmetion,  will  be  presented 
b^v  New  Liberty  Church, 
Calhoun  County,  at  the  Pittsboro 
Multi  Complex  Center  on  March 
30  and  31  at  7  p.m.  For  addition¬ 
al  information,  call  Pete  Gregore 
at  the  church,  (662)  682-7273 


A  Day  in  God's  Laundry 
.Mat,  a  confc'rence  for  women, 
u  ill  be  .\pril  20  at  First  Church, 
I .  o  u  I  s  \  1 1 1  e ,  ^ 
from  a  m. -3 

p.m.  tea- 

tured  speaker 

be  I.isa  HH  | 

Leacell  ot|^^&  I 

J  a  c  k  s  c>  n  .  I 

Ini  hided  are 
n'lini 
e  m  i  n  a  r  s  , 

Leavell 

praise  and 

worship.  I  or  ticket  informatiiMi, 
call  the  church  at  t6h2j  773-h246. 


Old  Union  Church,  Shannon, 
will  hav  e  spivial  Faster  sc'n  id's 
on  March  31.  Church  service  w  ill 
K*  at  8  a.m.  followed  b\  Sundav 
SchiHil  at  '•>  a.m.  Kenneth  Kellv  i’s 
pastt  ir 


The  CAs  of  Morgan  Chapel  Church,  Golden  Triangf 
replica  ot  their  church  for  the  I  otfie  Moon  Christmas 
4  M(  O'.  Tlic'  church  goal  was  S2.300.  Tlie  GAs  collc>cted 
32,000.  The  total  rec  eived  was  $4  tOO.  Pic  turcxl  w  ith  fh 
xc'ad  house  are  Mistv  lewis,  VMiitnc'v  Morgan  and  Mae 
Bc'ii  larlier  is  pastor. 


LMCO  goal 
surpassed 

Union  Chapel  Church, 
Shannon,  had  set  a  goal  erf 
S600  for  Lottie  ,V1oon 
Christmas  Offering.  The  grand 
total  rcteivc'd  was  SPOIL 
Angels  were  placed  on  the 
frc*e  for  each  S20  given.  The 
children  and  youth  became 
involved  filling  quarter  collec¬ 
tor  cards  totaling  S  >  each  and 
some  collecteo  enough  to 
place  an  angel  on  the  tree. 


Roskvioni  Gardens  Memorial  Park 


Single  or  Family  Private  Mau.soleums 


Reasonably 

Priced! 


The  deacons  of  Arkadelph 


la  Church,  Bailey,  honerred  their  wid- 
,  ,  I  -  on  Feb.  8.  "The  deacons  showed  their 

^  waited  the  fables  and  then  sat  and  ate  with 

the  ladies,  said  |bhn  KckH,  pasterr. 


Installed 

Anywhere! 


J^licvvav.  church  BUSES 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

Since  1953 

Church  Buses  ♦  Vans  ♦  New  &  Used 

*^1-'  We  buy  used  buses 

LifeWay  Discount 


Financing 

Available 


1  to  6  crypt  units  available 


N.4ME _ 

ADDRES.S 
City _ 


Telephone 


Rrtrvats  t.SlalT.  l>eacon.  I.adies). 
.Senior  Mulinxs.  Receptions.  WeddinRN. 
Private  parties 

.  Mistake  Plantation 

5602  Highway  3 
Satartia  MS  39162 
rilWBBPyT.  (662)  746-3129 
•  igracetf  dixie-net  com 


Rosemont  Gardens 
Private  Mausoleums 
3935  1-55  South 
Jackson.  MS  39212 

W  tor  more  infonnution 


Available  in  20' la  40'  models 
(15  la  46  passen/fers.  New  <S  Usedi 


www.carpenterbus.com 


Till  B.vnihi  Rfcoro 


Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 

Kosciusko 


Cost:  $4 
Bring  a  sack  iunch. 
(Drink  wUI  be  provided.) 


Featured Presenters-, 
bill  Hardin  &  bill  Clark 

info,  call  the  Church  Administration  -  Pastoral  Ministries  Department 
at  1(800)748-1651  or  in  Jackson,  (601)292-3305, 
or  E-mail  kmcdonnell#mbcb.org 


March  21,  2002 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


For  more  info,  call  Men’s  Ministry  Departmcnl, 
1(800)748-1651  or  in  Jackson.  (601)292-3335. 


s  ^  Preaching  & 

Worship 
Conference 


For  Chi(<fren  and  Vooth 

STAIE  BIBIS  tWUS  1001. 


DATE 


MONDAY 

Aprils 

TUESDAY 
April  9 

THURSDAY 
April  11 


FRIDAY 
April  12 

SATURDAY 
April  13 


MONDAY 
April  15 

TUESDAY 
April  16 


SATURDAY 
April  20 


LOCATION 

TIME 

Biloxt  FBC 

Batesville,  FBC 

2:30-4:30  p.m. 
2:30-4:30  p.m. 

Greenwood,  FBC 

Brookhaven,  FBC 

2:304:30  p.m. 
2:30-4:30 |).m. 

Saltillo,  FBC  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

(Churches  inside  Lee,  Pontotoc,  Itawamba, 

Union  Coimty  and  Tishomingo  Association) 

Tupelo,  FBC  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

(Churches  outside  Lee,  Pontotoc,  Itawamba, 

Union  County  and  Tishomingo  Association) 

Staikville,  FBC 

Louisville,  FBC 

2:30-4:30  p.m. 
2:30-4:30  p.m. 

Clinton,FBC 

(Churches  inside  Metro,  Rankin 
and  Warren  Associations) 

Richland,  FBC 

(Churches  outside  Metro,  Rankin, 
and  Warren  Associations) 

9KX)  a.m.-noon 

9:00  a.m.-noon 

Meridian,  FBC 

Petat  Petal-Harvey  BC 

2:304:30  p.m. 
2:304:30  p.m. 

Lauret  FBC 

2:304:30  p.m. 

For  Youtk 

Selection  Tournaments 

Jackson,  Alta  Woods  BC 

REG/snWRW 

Registration  for  State  Bible  Drills  held  on  weekdays  will  not  begin  before  2  p.m.  We  do 
not  ask  tftat  children  be  taken  out  of  school  so  registration  at  weekday  drills  will  remain 
open  until  4:30.  So  that  parents  and  others  coming  to  watch  the  children  drill  will  know 
the  schedule,  no  groups  will  begin  drilling  before  2:30  p.m. 

Registration  for  State  Bible  Drills  held  on  Saturday  morning  will  not  begin  before  9 
a.m.  Morning  drills  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m. 

Call  your  Baptist  associational  office  for  the  date  and  location 
for  your  Associational  Drill. 

Church  Drill  Packets  are  available  upon  request. 


For  information  contact  Don  Hicks  or  Harvey  Ellis,  Disdpleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department  Phone:  (601  >-968-3800  or  1(800)748-1651  or  E-mail:  hgellis@mbcb.org 


S  |  \l  I  S|  \|()R  \l)l  I  I  I  I  \l)l  RMIII’  I.  \l’. 

"/(’( (7: ////;;  aihl  \liiii'U  riiii;  U'  )  ■ini'^i  r  Si  iiim  ' 


FBC,  Vicksburg,  601-636-2493 
T\iesday,  April  30,  2002 
9  a.m.-4  p.m. 

$5  payable  at  registration 
I  Cliff  Harris 

Cliff  Harris,  Christian  Action  Commission,  Dallas,  Tex. 
Music:  Becky  Brown,  Utica,  Miss. 


9:00  a.m.  Registration 

9:30  a.in.  Session  I . Glenn  Shows,  MBCB 

Music . Becky  Brown 

“Combining  Younger  Seniors  In  Ministry” . Cliff  Harris 

1 0: 30  a.m.  Break . Refreshments  provided  by 

Missis.sippi  Baptist  Foundation 

11:00  a.m.  Session  II 

Music . Becky  Brown 

Mission  Ideas . Toni  Wimberely,  NOBTS,  New  Orleans 

“How  to  Minister  to  Younger  Seniors” . Cliff  Harris 

1 2:00  p.m.  Lunch . Lunch  is  on  your  own 

1:30  pjn.  Session  in 

Disco  Duck . Charles  Martindale 

Minister  with  Senior  Adults,  FBC,  West  Monroe,  La. 

Resources  for  Younger  Senims . Glenn  Shows,  MBCB 

2:30  pan.  Session  IV 

Music . Becky  Brown 

“Christian  Ethics  on  Death” . Cliff  Harris,  Dallas 

3:30  p.m.  -  Adjourn 


•  DISPLAYS  •  BOOKSTORE  •  HANDOUTS 

For  more  info  contact: 

Glenn  Shows,  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry,  (601)292-3373  or  1(800)748-1651 


Sprinq  Flinq 


Ministry  Adults 

am.  -  3  p.m.  •  Camp  Garagwa 

Cost  is  only  $12  per  person.  A  preregistration  fee 
of  $5  is  necessary  by  May  1 , 2002.  The  balance 
will  be  due  at  registration.  One  adult  coMnselor 
for  every  five  participants  of  the  same  sex  is 
required.  For  additional  information,  contact  the 
Sunday  School  Department,  1-800-748-1651. 


Bible  Study^ 


12:00  p.m. 

1:30  pjn. 


2:30  pan. 


mr 


REGISTRATION 


Church  name  _ 

Church  address  _ 

Person  completing  form  _ 
Total  #  attending  Tbta 


Please  mail  to:  Sunday  Schpol  Departeient 

PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205 


.Phone 

_ (Jity 

.Phone 


X  * 


Ch rislia n  Perform i 

Arts  Festival 

April  5-6.  2<H)J 

(  (Uitilty  \\<hhIs  Bitplisl  (  Ifnn  h.  pn  k\nn 

(  n'll  SJS  (imliulf'i  1  shirt  siuii  hs  hnu  h 
hm  \iili4rihi\  inul  im  rvdihh’  sriinmirs j 

Special  Guest: 
Wesley  Brainard 

CONFERENCES 

Drama 

•  Acting  (beginners  and  advanced) 

•  Directing  (beginners  and  advanced) 

•  lilusicHis 

•  Choreography 

•  Technical  Support 

Clowning 

•  (Owning  (beginners  and  advanced) 

•  Leading  a  Clown  Troupe 

•  Balloon  Sculpting 

•  Clowning  Skills 


Puppets 

•  Puppetry  (beginners  and  advanced) 

•  Leading  a  Puppet  Team  (beginners  and 
advanced) 

Church  Recr^ition 

•  Fun  and  Games 

•  New  Ideas 

•  Creative  and  Fun  Classes  in  the  Areas  of 
Sociak,  Senior  Adults,  Children  and 
General  Recreation 


Youth  Ministry 

•  Training  Youth  to  be  Leaders 

•  Training  for  Youth  Mission  Trips 

•  Spring  Training... Tips  for  Building  Better 
Players  and  Stronger  Teams 

led  by  Gary  Permenter 

For  more  iiilbniiatkm,' please  contact  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Discipleship  and  Family  Minktry 
Department 

(601)968-3800  or  1(800)748-1651 


Vf' 

yUA^ 


For  nibre  Info  contact:  Harvey  Ellis 
Dlscipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
(601)292-3286  or  1(800)748-1651 


APRIL 


Reach  For 
Ihel^t 
Tool 


TilOllISM  TOOLS  TOOK 


2  3  and  2  5  *  2  0  0  2 


July  15-19 


Mississippi 

College 


Mississippi 
Baptist 
Area 

Senior  Adult 


Festivals 


I  ;  l!  .  \1, 


Leam  about  the  different  ontreach 
tools  that  are  available  for  jonr  church! 

April  22  April  23  April  25 

Lmi^view  Heights  BC  First  BC  Main  Street  BC 

OUve  Branch  Starkville  Hattiesburg 

All  conference*  ewe  from  7-9  p.m. 
and  urUt  feature  Round  Robin  seemion*  covering: 


Target  Andience: 

Church  Leadermhip!  pastors,  associate  pastors,  ministers 
of  education.  Sunday  School  directors,  Dlscipleship 
Training  directors,  outreach  and  evangelism  directors 

Association  Leadership!  assoclatlonal  missions  directors, 
evangelism  directors.  Sunday  School  directors,  Dlscipleship 
Training  directors  _ 


No  Registration  •  No  Cost  •  No  Child  Care 

For  more  Information,  contact 
John  Clendlnnlng.  Sunday  School  Department 
Phone:  1(800)748-1651  or  (60 1  )968-3800  In  Jackson 
E-mail:  Jclcndlnn)ng(«  mbcb.org 


For  more  informatioa  please  contact  the  Disdplesiiip  and  Family 
Ministry  Department;  (601)968-3800  or  1(800)748-1651. 


SCHEDULE 

8:30  A.M. 
REGISTRATION 

9  A  M. 

FESTIVALS  BEGIN 

For  more  information, 
please  contact  the 
Church  Music 
Department 
at  (601)968-3800  or 
1(800)748-1651 

'tSAari^  tAer  Son^  ^ 


March  22-April  4,  2002 


Prayer  Ministry  Omce  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1 -800-787-7729  (PRAY) 

"'Tra^  Without  ceasing.'  (/  'Thessaloniarts  5.11)  'He\/er  ^i\/e  up  on  Qol>,  Who  always 
answers  our  praters.  Sometimes  the  ansWer  is  'W^ait  or  '*?s/o.  ...  shouCt  We 

continue  hopefully  in  the  face  of  profound  disappointment?  'because 

invariably  We  can  learn  and  p^roW  in  the  process. 

SCyU'l^C'IS  Cyp  H  by  Jimmy  Carter 


For.  (1)  Dnaster  Relief 
Training  Update,  Central 
Hills,  Kosciusko,  2  p.m., 
(MM):  (2)  CA  Mother/ 
Daughter  OyeswilA 
Caraywa,  (WMM); 13)  ^ay 
for  Prime  holster  Anatoliy 
Kinakh  of  Ukraine  (southeast 
Europe,  north  of  the  Black 
Sea). 


For:  (1)  Young  Ringers 
Festival,  Park  Place  BC, 
Bran^,  (CM);  (2)  |oel 
Thrasher,  aasociational  min* 
istry  evapgilisiB  in  Taylors, 
S.C.,  is  Dusy^lth  community 
projects^i^gte  hungry, 
housingmenomeless,  direct¬ 
ing  world  changers,  and  lead¬ 
ing  mission  groups.  Pray  for 
)oel  and  his  wife,  Kathy. 


h>r  sci'uriiw  (  Lirds  will 
he  li'nw'Linleil. 

rii  ilM-  SilJil  dll  UK 


pan  iil  s  iiitnn' 

liKi'iinilion.il  Mi'isii'ii  I’o.inl 


Riihiiiiiiul.  \  \  2.'23(i-S‘’(i 


Pray  for  the  Theological 
Education  by  Extension  (TEE) 
students  in  Mozambique 
whose  studies  are  often  ham¬ 
pered  by  fwujleiirivers.  Pray 
that  the  vasittii  study  grwps 
will  be  atti  If  i«^  consis¬ 
tently  and^ofit  from  their 
studies. 


Each  Saturday  »  a  day  for 
prayer  for  the  needs  of 
btina's  poor  and  outcasts. 
Pray  for  loving  minbtry  to 
HIV/AID%M&Dfe,  whose 

number  quadAMl) 

Cuangdo!|2tethri998-2I)()0 


Modo  Team  members  in 
Southern  Sudan  write:  "Many 
have  praved  for  the  oral- 
baseo  Bible  school  among  the 
Modo  people.  Stiiieuts  com- 


Pray  for  pastor  a  recent 
seminary  graduate  in  Ghana 
who  is  wimint  to  reach  the 
Northern  Peo^  in  Kumasi 
for  ChristrMk  Bve^ord  to 
increase  hbllith  as  he  quits 
his  teach^Job  aid  pastors 
the  Northern  congregation 
full  time.  Pray  that  God  wilt 
reveal  Himseif  to  pastor  N.  i 
the  Provider. 


In  Russia,  the  legislature  b 
considering  a  new  law  that 
would  allow  the  majority  reli¬ 
gion  of  an  area  to  be  ib  offi¬ 
cial  religion.  Whether 
Orthodox  or  Mam,  the  nu^- 
iW  would  be  tbeofficial  reli¬ 
gion.  Ask  the  Lord  to  keep  the 
door  open  for  the  spreading 
of  the  gospel  in  Russia. 


Baptbt  representatives  serving 
on  the  Deaf  Team  in  Czech 
Republic  request:  Tray  for 
the  leaders  of  our  summer 
camp  that  will  bo  held  in 
August  as  they  oentmue  to 
meet  montfdy  inpreparation 
for  thb  summer,  ^in  pray¬ 
ing  now  for  the  kids  wm  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  go  to 
camp  and  nur  Bible  stones.' 


Today  prayer  watchmen  in 
Bogota,  Colombia,  b^  a  40- 
day  prayer  emphasb  in  pray¬ 
ing  tor  ^ritual  revival  and 
renewal  fm  that  God  will 
create  a  spint  ef  humility  and 
brokenness  among  believers 
in  Bogota.  Plead  mt  God 
would  convict  and  save  any 
unregenerate  church  mem¬ 
bers. 


night  sesskms  with  mr  people, 
singHigand  telling  the  word  of 
God.  my  for  the  studenb  as 
they  graduate  in  |une.' 


Muslims  consider  submbsion  to 
God  the  highest  virtue  and  end 
every  statement  of  intent  with, 
'V  Cod  wills,' and  strive  to  accept 
circumstances  of  Iheir  lives  as 
Cod's  win.  Yet,  mist  r^  the 
gTHtest  act  of  mlilibsion  to 
Cod,  the  death  of  |esus  Christ 
on  the  cross.  Pray  for  Muslims 
to  recognize  Christ  as  the  One 
who  dm  for  their  sins. 


For.  (1)  Baptbt  Buildim  Staff 
AT  HOME  DAYS;  (2)  The 
Lebanon  Sunni  ^^m  Team 
writes:  The  Lord  has  opened 
doors  for  us  t»ao  onhuuK. 
They  will  let  usfeach  needfe- 
woric  to  girby  ag|l  13  to  16, 
and  instruct  diem  in  how  to 
live  their  lives.  Pray  for  wis¬ 
dom  as,  the  the  Lord  opens 
these  doors.” 


A  worker  b  planning  for  a 
volunteer  team  to  come  to  a 
Last  Frontier  country  and  lead 
business  classes  for  nationab. 
Pray  foat  the  ’YMif  contacts 
be  made  to  feciinate  thb 
endeavor.  Pray  for  God  to  call 
business  leaders  from  the  U.S. 
to  go  present  the  materiab  and 
for  nationab  to  respond  to  the 
Savior  through  there  seminars. 


An  1 1  -year-old  MK  (mbsion- 
ary  kid)  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe, 
has  befriended  A.,  a  new  stu¬ 
dent  A.  b  an  Iranian  Muslim. 
In  a  school  devotional  time, 
the  MK  helpedhim  find 
Genesb.  A.  had  never  read 
the  Bible  before,  but  seemed 
quite  eager  to  learn.  Pray  that 
Cod  will  save  him  during  thb 
time  at  thb  Chrbtian  $d^. 


Easter  -  Today  we  can  cele¬ 
brate  the  astounding  truth 
that  lesus  has  conquered 
Satan,  sin,  death,  aind  hell. 
Prabe  God  that  He  offers  for¬ 
giveness  of  siK,  eternal  life, 
and  a  place  with  Him  forever 
in  heaven  to  all  who  receive 
Him  by  faith. 


2002  GA  G  ACmi 
SUMM^  CAMP 

AT  CAMP  GAPAVWA 


Please  take  a  moment  to  dn^  a 


ta  our  Missionary  Kub! 


MR.  BRYAN  K-HOLYFIELD 
Parerus:  Michael  A  Patricia  Hotyfield,  Church  Planting 


10-83  MISS  KIMBERLY  J.11EAR(»I 

Parents:  Thomas  A  Bonnie  Hearon,  Student  Evangelism 


11-92  MR. ANDREWS. BRASWELL 
Parents:  Larry  A  Alicia  Braswell,  General  Evangelism 


10-90  MR.  MICAHJ.  PEACOCK 

Parents:  Kevin  A  Brenda  Peacock,  Theological  Education 


6A  CAMP  Acrmis  CAMP 

June  24-28  July  8-12 

14  July  8-22 

22  July  15-19 

July  22-26 


IMI  MR.  JOHN  R.  MCCALL 

Parents:  Dennis  A  Margaret  McCall,  Agriculture 


Cost  is  $1 15  per  person 
for  GA  and  Acteens 


23-79  ADAM  L.  GRAVES 

Porcitts:  Edgar  L  A  Marilyn  L  Graves,  General  Evangelism 


24-91  MISS  LAURA  M.  PURL 

Parents:  John  A  Amy  Puri  Financial  Administration 


For  information  or  camp  packet,  contact  Robin  Keels  in  the  WMU  at 
1(800)748-1651  or  (601)292-3322  or  E-mail  rkeels@mbcb.org 


Marc  h  21,  2lK)2- 


-Thi  Bahisi  Rkoru 


Names  in  the  News 


Fowler,  Sumnill,  and  Thurmond 


Brett  Fowler  (loft)  and  Brian 
Thurmond  (right)  wore 

rocontlv  ordained  as  | - 

deacons  at  Lowrey  I 
Memorial  Church,  Blue  ! 
Mountain.  Tom  j  ^ 

Sumrall  (center)  is  the 
pastor.  ! 

Galilee  Church, 
I’uckett,  reci'ntly 
ordained  Gerald  Kellv 
as  deacon.  I’ic  turc-d  are 
Damn  Befrc,  pastor; 


Ray  Gates,  chairman  of  dea¬ 
cons;  Kelly  and  w'ife 
■  Kathv;  and  T.  W. 
Henderson,  former 
pastor,  who  gave  the 
y  :  charge  to  the  candidate. 

Nelson  Cro/ier  has 
7^  3.  retired  from  the  active 
pastorate  and  is  a\ail- 
^^Hable  for  pulpit  supply 
and  as  an  interim  pas- 
Crozier  R’f-  Cro/ier  can  be  ci»n- 
tacted  lit  (W)l )  2h4-y()iSh. 


Arnold  Davis  of  I  .oiiisc  ille, 
(>6,  dii'd  I  ell, 

2-1  Davis^ 

srlA  Oii  ,ls 

pastor  otv'y^^  ‘T« 

1  hun  I ■.!■-.  in 
\  I  a  b  .1  m  a  ,  'si;'/;  .  - 

Norida.  and 

Mississippi,  mm,  *  M 
Churches  in 
Mississip^ii 

Da  Vi 

Nev\  Sali-m 

and  I  riendship,  (.ohleii 
Iriangle  .Association; 

f  ellow  ship,  Chickasaw 

Association;  Murphv  C  rivk, 
Shiloh,  Macedonia,  West  I’.nd, 
Yellow  Creek,  Winston 
AsscKiation.  He  was  serving 
Hinze  Church,  Winston 


Davis 


,\ss«K  iation,  at  thi-  time  I 
of  his  d»Mth.  He  wa  ,  J 
al.so  a  ih.iplain  tor  Sta- f 
I  loir^  1 1.  -  .pice  I  Xiv  |s  is  5 

slIIAI  .eti  pv  l  i-  wife  I 
Bessie.  M: .,  1 1.  lion  \r.,  a 
p.: sloi  ot  -I  riel  )  -hip  I 
t  hill,  h,  -turgi  and  ^ 
I  im  I  Vi  is,  I  |i  len..,  Ala  .  d 
li\i'  gr.in-tchildien;  and  n 
tw  o  eii' at  grandi  hil-  | 
dren  | 

lerrica  McBride  wa.s  | 
recognized  on  March  1.0  p 
at  Utica  Church,  Utica, 
tor  having  14  vears  of 
perfect  attendance  in 
Sunday  School  as  of 
March  1.  John  Ed  Snell 
is  pastor. 


Mt.  Zion  Church,  Waynesboro,  rm  nnllw  orriained  Kov  I  <h’, 
Ronnv  Irigg,  and  Kudv  lee  a*^  deacons.  I’ic  lured  Miom  ielti  .in-  Roy 
lee;  Icigg-  'nd  Kudy  I  vr.  S.  I’.ivton  .Myers  is  paslor. 


Revival  Dates 


Berry,  Gates,  the  Kellys,  and  Henderson 

i  Former  Members  and  Friends 

I 

i'  First  Baptist,  Clinton,  MS 

are  invited  to  purchase  a  copy  of 

"A  Heritage  to  Cherish" 

by  Dr.  Charles  E.  Martin 
A  History  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 
1852-2002 

Interesting  —  Exciting  —  Easy  Reading 
Cost;  $25  (plus  $2  shipping/handling) 

Contact: 

Mississippi,  College  Bookstore 
P.d.  Box  4055 
Clinton,  MS  39058 
Phone  (601)  925-3241 
I  Visa  and  MasterCard  accepted 


Big  I  evel,  Wiggins:  April  7- 
10;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  anu  PAD 
p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.; 

Tpinmy  Mitchell,  evangelist; 
Dionne  Williams,  music;  David 
Perry,  pastor. 

Tylertown,  Tylertown:  April 
7-10;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6;.A() 
p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  a.m.  and 
h:30  p.m.;  I.owell  Ingram, 

Mathiston,  evangelist;  Steve 
Walker,  Crystal  Springs,  music; 
Michael  W.  Glenn,  pastor. 

SREir  NiriON  INVESTMEIIT  COUP. 

inviu-s  w)ur  in.lii'.iliim  «>1  inU'ri->l  to: 
FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARN  UP  TO:  8.S% 

IheNf  horxJs  nuv  bi*  pLktxl  in  »  wIf-vJirivted  IK.A 
Trjrwh'p*  tint!  rolknt^  44Ci*pH*d.  in 

Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

rh»  anrK>unienH*nt  »  neither  an  offer  to  m*II 
nor  a  Holk  itation  i>f  an  otter  to  buy  All  otters 
an  made*  by  pn>peetu?k  imly. 

tun  ttnot  iiiiSTKii  eoip. 

5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

tm  mmp  <  ioK*nwlM)n  .ihiKiI  him!  iiiui- 

ijlK.'in  ,1  |Ki.i|)<^  lu.  vitiM  h  ili-»  filies  ,11 lh«' 
lurtKiiUf  I,  Ih.'  umk^t.iking  Ki.«l  il  ..irHiilIv 
[m,.,.*  \ihi  IK  vml  All  btiOfS 

oIIitikI  ,il  I.M  !•  v.ilw  suli|iH  I  III  .K.lil.ihilily 


Martin  Northern 
PO  Box  l.Kn 
Benton.  AR  72018-1302 


HOO-MH-3007 
.'M1-3III-.1I0II 
Fax  S01-316-.11 10 


Plea*r  ..er.t  mr  irrormation  .si  the  Firhl 
Vert*??  Br.Kjs  '  .rrenily  bfih^  -.i+ereil 

drtAt  Nation  lrvr*,t"ieKt  Corp, 


Spring  Creek,  Philadelphia: 
.April  7-11);  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
h  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  lim 
Futral,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Ctinvention  Board,  evangelist; 
Ronald  Fulton,  music;  W'ayne 
King,  pastor. 

Concord,  Yazoo  City:  March 
3 1 -.April  3;  Sunday,  11  a.m., 
noon  meal,  and  1:30  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Fd.  J.  IX’uschle, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Ctvnvention 
Board,  evangelist;  R.  L.  and 
Ik'th  Sigrest,  VaztHv  City,  music; 
James  K  Yates,  pastor. 

Morgantown,  Natchez: 
April  7-11,  Sunday,  b;30  p.m.; 
Mon.-Thurs.,  11:4$  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Ron  Lynch,  speaker;  Carl 
Smith,  music;  E.  L.  Wright, 
pastor. 

Bethlehem,  Forkville: 
March  31 -April  3;  Sunday, 
Easter  cantata  led  by  Jim 
Beemon,  11  a.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  speakers  for  Monday  are 
Danny  Lanier,  Meridian,  evan¬ 
gelist;  and  Tues.  and  Wed.,  Sid 
Newell,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 


LITTLE  GIANT  MEG.  CO. 

OAPTISTHItS 

WATf  H  HF  ATIRS  • 

STHPIFS  I 

CMOSSf  S  I 


TOLL  FREE  1-800-231-603! 


Lucille  Farris  (|)ictured)  is 
holding  a  lap  quilt  that  was 
made  tor  her  by  the  Gerald 
Riddle  Group  ol  WMU  at  First 
Church,  Batesville.  She  taught 
this  group  for  a  number  of 
years.  "Each  member  of  the 
group  marie  a  block  in  the 
quill  and  f)ul  their  initials  on  it. 
Kirris  is  87  years  oirl  and  harl 
been  a  memlnv  ot  WMU  all 
her  life  She  laughs  anrl  says 
that  her  mother  tinik  hei  to 
VVMU  meetings  before  she 
was  born"  said  Mvra 
Simmons,  a  memlier  of  the 
W.MU. 


\rn  Can  Rksi’ono  Kk.ih  Now! 

Simph  share  fhe  foUaw  in^  praxer 
w  ith  (iotl  in  your  aw  n  wards: 

I.  Lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

1.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 
(I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rr>se 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  tr*  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  C'hrist 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relatirmship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  n’ceived  hint,  ta 
them  he  nave  the  rinht  ta  iH'came 
children  af  Gml,  even  ti>  those  who 
heline  in  his  name  {John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  eontact 
a  IrK’al  Baptist  ehureh  for 
spiritual  guidanee. 


Baptist  Cc3i,LLGE  News 


Staff  Changes 


jom/na/n  Aula  inn  2002 


Academically  talented  stu* 
dents  and  faculty  members 
who  have  made  outstanding 
contributions  in  promoting  aca¬ 
demic  excellence  at  their  respec-, 
ti\e  institutions  were  recently 
honored  by  the  Mississippi 

-  U'gislature  at  tne 

15th  annual 
Higher  Education 
Appreciation 
Day,  Working  for 


Louise 
Merrill; 
K  a  t  h  r  i  n  e 
Beaty;  Marie 
M  c  A  1  p  i  n  ; 
Faye  Pepix*r; 
Fave  Sanders; 


G  h  o  1  s  I  o  n , 
(chairman  of 
the  board); 
and  Betttve 
C  o  w  a  r  d  , 
president; 
(back  row) 


Academic 
Excellence 
(HEADWAE). 
Representing 
Mississippi 
College  (MC)  at  Ray 
the  HEADWAE  ‘ ' 
luncheon  are, 
seated  from  left; 
William  Waller 
111,  student  hon- 
oree;  and  Tom 
Williams,  faculty 
h  o  n  o  r  e  e  . 
Standing  is  Lloyd 
Roberts,  MC 
interim  president. 


Blue  Mountain  College  Board  of  Trustees 

secretary;  John  W.  Smith;  Dan  Lewis.  Not  pictured:  Bobby 
Modisett;  Carl  White;  and  James  Martin,  vice-president. 


Pearl  River  Association  has 
called  Carl - — 

serve  as  asso- 
ciational  mis- 
sions  director 
beginning 
Blue  Jan.  2.  Myers 

Mountain  has  been  a 

College  Board  of  member  of  '  1  2k 

Trustees  recently  First  Church, 

convened  and  Poplarville,  Myers 

met  in  the  new  since  1977.  ^ 

Fisher- Washburn  He  has  serv’ed  the  association 
Hall.  Pictured  as  brotherhocxl  director  (now 
(from  left,  front  men's  ministry)  for  18  years  in 
row)  are  Harold  a  volunteer  capacity.  He  has 
Hankins;  Marv  also  served  tne  association 


since  1992  as  an  available  inter¬ 
im  minister,  twice  as  interim 
music  director. 


Church,  Coila,  effective  Feb.  10. 
He  formerly  serv'ed  as  pastor  of 
Carrollton  Church,  Carrollton. 


Mt.  Olive  Church,  Coila,  has 
recently  called  Keith  Ramage 
as  pastor.  Ramage  formeny 
serv’ed  on  staff  at  Pelahatchie 
Church,  Pelahatchie.  He  Church, 
received  his  education  at 
William  Carey  College  and  is 
presently  enrolled 
Mississippi  College  campus  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 


Weir  Church,  Choctaw 
County,  has  called  Jim  Pender 
as  pastor  effectiv'e  March  3.  He 
served  at  Parkway 
:ott  County. 

/ 

Emmanuel  Church,  Union, 
at  the  has  called  Bill  Hall  of 

Cuthbert,  Ga.,  as  pastor  effec¬ 
tive  March  3.  A  native  of  Lake 
City,  Fla.,  Hall  has  served  in 
Duane  Jensen  is  the  new  Alabama,  Ohio,  and  Georgia, 

music  director  and  his  wife  He  received  his  education  at 

Ruth  is  pianist  at  Mt.  Olix  e  Florida  Baptist  Seminary. 


Waller,  Roberts,  and  Williams 


James  Merritt  •  Dai’id  Bing  •  Crabb  Family  •  The  Wilburns  •  Aaron  Wilburn  •  The  Isaacs 


ministry  of 
phil  waldrep 
evangelistic 
association 


Phil  Waldrep  •  Gold  City  •  Dennis  Swanberg 


J  i^eon 
'Aennessee  #2 
(JctoSer  2Sr30 


Karen  Peck  &  Ne«  River  •  Michael  Combs 


David  Jeremiah  •  Jake  Hess  •  Ken  Davis  •  Ivan  Parker  •  Florida  Boys  •  Rick  Webb  Trio 


John  Ed  Matfaison  •  McKameys  •  Ivan  Parker 


March  21, 2(X)2 


J 


CENTENNIAL  SET 


Editor: 

Harmony  Church,  Laurel, 
will  celebrate  our  100th  birth¬ 
day  the  last  week  in  April. 
Former  pastors  and  ministers  of 
music  will  conduct  the  services. 

The  services  will  be  at  7  p.m. 
on  April  24-26.  Our  worship  ser¬ 
vice  on  April  28  will  be  from  10:30 
a.m.-noon  with  dinner  on  the 
ground.  At  1:30  p.m.,  there  will  be 
singing  and  entertainment  to 
close  out  the  day's  activities. 

All  members  and  former 
members  are  invited  and  asked 
to  bring  old  pictures  and  memo¬ 
rabilia.  If  you  can't  attend,  we 
would  love  to  hear  from  you  and 
receive  cards  and  letters  to  put  on 
our  display.  The  church's  address 
is  3213  EUisville  Blvd.,  Laurel,  MS 
39440.  Wade  Rogers  is  pastor. 

Anita  Masters 

Laurel 


MINORITY  RULES 

Editor: 

The  February  21  editorial  by 
William  Perkms  was  both  infor¬ 
mative  and  disturbing.  He 
quotes  Jerry  Rankin's  letter: 
'^Suspicion  that  there  are  IMB 
personnel  whose  beliefs  are 
inconsistent  with  those  repre¬ 
sented  by  Southern  Baptists," 
as  the  reason  for  asking  IMB 
personnel  to  sign  a  statement 
approved  by  less  than  one  per¬ 
cent  of  Southern  Baptists. 

There  were  less  than  thirty 
thousand  messengers  out  of  a 


iO  dins  ^  «MMm  at  ten 

iwatimam  dHtf  woidk  Carirwiiii 


adBn^-zip  oodt  and  phone 
niaiter  in  woidoounL  No  blind  ad»- 
ONLY  wnret  AOS  ACCOTH). 

PEARL  RIVER  GLASS  STUDIO,  INC. 

(800)  771-3639;  www.prgs.com.  New 
stained  glass  church  windows,  repair 
and  restoration,  baptistery  murals. 
ATTENTION  MINISTERS  and  self 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health 
insurance  call  (662)  568-3482. 

Underwritten  by  the  Mega  Life  & 
Health  Ins.  Croup. 

HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO  -  custom 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair 
-  Columbus/lackson  (877)  477-1899. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-661  7. 
CUSTOM  STAINED  CLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  (800)  605-2970. 
CROUPS  FOR  CREAT  PASSION  PLAY 
packages  in  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas 
(with  tickets,  lodging,  recreation,  and 
meals),  see  www.kellersresort.com  or 
call  (479)253-8418. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
CROSSETT,  ARK.,  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  children's  minister.  Resumes 
may  be  sent  to  701  Main  Street, 
Crossett,  AR  71635. 

BALLWIN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in  West 
Saint  Louis  County,  25  miles  from 
d(Avnt<Avn,  seeking  full-time  associate 
of  music.  Ministry  will  include  addi¬ 
tional  responsibilities.  Please  send 
resume  to:  15101  Manchester  Road, 
Ballwin,  Missouri  63011,  ATTN: 
Personnel;  email:  ballwinP'swIx'll.net; 
or  fax  to:  (636)  227-3438. 


total  of  sixteen  million 
Southern  Baptists.  That  is  less 
than  one  percent  who  voted  for 
this  controversial  change,  and 
yet  Jerry  Rankin  is  accepting 
this  as  a  mandate  to  pressure 
pe^le  to  either  sign  or  resign. 

This  reveals  how  far  he  nas 
moved  from  the  BapHst  princi¬ 
ple  of  priesthood  of  the  believer. 

The  greatest  need  among 
Southern  Baptists  is  to  develop 
a  methodology  for  determining 
the  majority  consensus  of 
beliefs  instead  of  using  a 
minority  opinion  as  a  mandate. 

Technological  advances  in 
communication  provide  op¬ 
portunity  for  state  conventions 
and  local  associations  to  dis¬ 
seminate  and  collect  informa¬ 
tion  so  that  decisions  made  by 
administrative  personnel 
would  be  consistent  with  those 
who  provide  funds  that  fuel 
convention  endeavors. 

The  original  purpose  of  the 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message  was 
to  provide  an  incentive  to 
search  Scripture  for  the 
answers,  but  recent  adoption  of 
changes  by  a  small  minority 
has  moved  it  very  close  to 
being  the  official  creed  that 
places  it  ahead  of  the  Bible. 

Ken  Pickens 

Tupelo 


SHEEP  ASTRAY 
Editor: 

Why  all  the  hoopla  over  the 
woman  called  as  pastor  at 
Rivercrest  Fellowship?  Isaiah 
53:6  has  never  been  more  in 
effect  than  today.  As  God 
spoke  through  Isaiah,  we  are 
l^e  sheep.  We  go  astray  and 
turn  to  our  own  way  and  do  as 
we  want  with  no  regard  to  the 
One  whose  stripes  heal  us. 

This  Rivercrest  calamity  only 
adds  proof  to  the  authority  and 

.  |K  Check 
us 
out! 

churchesofmississippi.com 


truth  of  the  Bible.  The  Bible, 
God's  written  Word  to  man,  is 
no  longer  the  only  authority  to 
many  professing  Christians 
today. 

Too  many  are  listening  to 
those  who  are  preaching  that 
our  Christian  experience  super¬ 
sedes  what  the  Bible  says  and 
that  the  Bible  is  no  longer  com¬ 
pletely  necessary;  it  is  our  expe¬ 
rience  with  Christ  that  is  num¬ 
ber  one  because  now  the  Holy 
Spirit  speaks  directly  to  our 
spirit  and  tells  us  things  that 
are  not  in  the  Bible. 

This  is  primarily  coming 
from  the  camp  of  neo-evangeli- 
cal  charismatic  beliefs  that 
major  on  two  gifts  of  the  spirit 
—  tongues  and  healing  —  and 
preaching  of  women  in  the 
posihon  of  pastor.  Its  advertis¬ 
ing  agent  is  the  Trinity 
Broadcast  Network.  Many 
Christians  are  falling  prey. 

What  a  pity  for  all  who  tram¬ 
ple  the  blood  of  Jesus  under 
their  feet  and  put  him  to  open 
shame. 

God  made  no  provisions  for 
women  pastors  or  preachers  in 
his  Word  to  man.  One  day  a 
Bible  translation  will  satisfy  the 
wishes  of  man  and  omit  much 
of  God's  truths. 

I  believe  it  is  called 
"humanism." 

Charles  S.  Rodgers  Jr. 

Hazlehurst 


HEARTS  WARMED 
Editor: 

For  the  past  forty  years  our 
family  has  been  a  part  of 
Mississippi  Baptists.  Since  Glen's 
death  on  January  26,  so  many 
people  in  ^t  larger  family  have 
shared  our  grief  and  encouraged 
our  hearts.  Thank  you  for  the 
many  expressions  of  love  and 
support  through  your  calls, 
carcis,  and  visits.  Over  the  past 
several  weeks  we  have  celebrat¬ 
ed  Glen's  life.  We  have  been 
reminded  of  many  individuals 
and  churches  throughout 
Mississippi  who  contributed 
greatly  to  nis  life  through  the  fel¬ 
lowship  and  friendsnip  they 


MS  Positions  Available 


BETHANY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in  Potts 
Camp,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  full-time  or  bi- 
vocational  pastor.  Church  averages  40  in 
Sunday  School.  Please  send  resume  to 
Bethany  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  563,  Potts 
Camp,  MS  38569.  Attn:  Pulpit  Committee. 
MID-SIZED  CHURCH  seeking  part-time 
minister  of  music  at  Steep  Hollow  Baptist 
Church,  Poplarville,  Miss.  Two  Sunday 
morning  services  plus  Wednesday  night 
services.  Please  call  (601)  795-4638  or 
fax  resume  to  (601)  795-4696. 

CHURCH  AVERAGING  100  in  Sunday 
School  seeks  full-time  minister  of 
music  and  youth  or  bi-vocational  min¬ 
ister  of  music.  Please  send  resume  to 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  2878  Old 
Hwy.  27,  Vicksburg,  MS  39180;  or  fax 
to  (601)  636-7574. 

FIRSTCHURCH,  MCLAIN,  is  seeking  a 
full-time  pastor.  Anyone  interested  in 
the  position  should  send  a  resume  to 
the  Pastor  Search  Committee:  First 
Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  69,  McLain, 
MS  39456. 


MINISTER  OF  STUDENTS  NEEDED. 

Full-time  position.  Send  resume  to: 
North  Winona  Baptist  Church,  602 
Alberta  Drive,  Winona,  MS  38967  or  fax 
to  (662)  283-5004. 

PARK  PLACE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
PEARL/BRANDON,  is  seeking  an  interim 
pianist  who  is  comfortable  with  blended 
services.  Experience  needed/multiple 
services.  Call  (601)  969-6282. 
PART-TIME  CHURCH  SECRETARY 

NEEDED:  people,  computer,  and  clerical 
skills  required.  Please  send  resume  to 
5199  Lakeland  Drive,  Flowood,  MS 
39232  or  fax  to  (601 )  992-4242. 
STRONG  RIVER  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Pinola,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  part-time  music 
director  for  two  Sunday  services.  Call 
(601)  847-3292  for  more  information. 
DARLOVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Hollandale,  Miss.,  seeks  full-time/bi- 
vocational  pastor.  Please  send  resume  to 
M.L.  Hill,  236  Newton  Road, 
Hollandale,  MS  38748  or  call  (662) 
827-5657  for  more  information. 


offered.  Our  hearts  have  been 
warmed  and  comforted  by  our 
Baptist  family. 

Ella  Williams  and  family 
McComb 


THANKS,  MISS.  BAPTISTS 

Editor: 

On  February  9, 2002  in  Grace 
Church,  Odessa,  Ukraine,  we 
had  a  meeting  dedicated  to  the 
re-election  or  oblast  ministers. 
On  behalf  of  many  brothers  and 
sisters  in  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches,  small  girts 
were  given  to  each  minister 
who  was  present  at  this  meet¬ 
ing.  With  this  act,  our  friends 
from  Mississippi  expressed 
their  appreciation  to  the  life 
and  work  of  our  ministers. 

I  would  like  to  use  this 
opportunity  to  express  our  sin¬ 
cere  gratefulness  to  Mississippi 
Baptists  for  participating  in 
God's  work  in  Ukraine.  May 
God  reward  you  by  His  grace. 
"And  my  God  will  meet  all 
your  needs  according  to  his 
glorious  riches  in  Christ  Jesus." 
O’hil.  4:19) 

Bronislav  Zilkovsky 
Senior  Pastor  Odessa  Oblast 
Odessa,  Ukraine 


GET  ON  WITH  MISSION 

Editor: 

What  kind  of  revival  would 
we  experience  if  the  energy 
expend^  fighting  over  who  can 
become  pastors  and  what  is 
acceptable  music  in  worship  was 
channeled  into  evangelism? 
There  is  a  spiritual  rescue  mission 
to  accomplish:  winning  the  lost 
while  we  still  can.  If,  as  most  of  us 
believe,  time  is  short,  shouldn't 
we  be  focusing  on  the  spiritual 
rescue  effort  and  leave  the  enlist¬ 
ing  (calling)  of  rescue  team  mem¬ 
bers  (ministers)  up  to  God? 

When  the  lost  world  asks  us 
for  guidance,  do  they  find  us 
preoccupied  with  whether  or 
not  to  sing  from  a  hymnal? 

Yes,  issues  are  important,  but 
we  continue  to  have  our  focus 
distracted  by  issues.  Meanwhile, 
Satan,  the  supreme  terrorist, 
continues  his  daily  attacks,  and 
people  die  without  Jesus  daily. 

Ironically,  the  political  com¬ 
munity  offers  us  an  example: 
focus  on  our  efforts  to  defeat  the 
enemy  regardless  of  which  side 
of  the  fence  we're  on.  Enough 
infighting!  Let  us  close  ranks 
ana  get  on  with  the  mission! 

Doug  Warren,  pastor 

Shilon  Church,  Vaiden 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists’  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgentent  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 
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that  men  would  love  group.  This  truly  represents  erected  barriers  between  each 
jUk  each  other  because  they  exactly  what  Jesus  was  asking  other,  and  only  the  love,  which 
love  him.  for  us  from  the  Father:  that  we  God's  Spirit  gives  to  us,  can 

Jesus  did  not  say  that  would  be  one.  tear  down  those  barriers. 

|w  we  have  to  Icxtk  alike.  This  place  represents  how  This  love  and  unity,  which 
W  dress  alike,  act  alike  —  we  Southern  Baptists  have  Christians  show  to  each  other, 
F  onlv  to  love  each  other,  joined  together  in  the  must  be  the  means  by  which 
We  have  to  strive  to  be  Cooperative  Program  that  the  world  is  convicted  of  the 
tike  him.  The  closer  we  helps  send  missionaries  to  the  truth  of  Christianity.  We  are  not 
I**  get  to  Jesus,  the  closer  ends  of  the  earth.  only  one  in  Christ.  We  must  be 

1  we  get  to  being  glorified  Just  as  we  Christians  have  one  with  each  other.  Jesus 
as  he  was  glorified.  succeeded  in  many  ways  to  asked  the  Father  to  give  us  this 

As  i  Write  this,  1  am  sitting  love  each  other, '  we  'have  oneness  —  we  cannot  achieve  it 
on  the  grounds  of  the  failed  in  many  others.  We  ourselves.  VVe  must  be  willing 
Missionary  Learning  Center,  have  bickered  and  fought.  We  for  God's  Spirit  to  work  within 
owned  and  operated  bv  the  have  split  and  gone  separate  our  hearts  to  help  us  demon- 
international  Mission  Board,  wavs.  We  have  watered  down  strate  this  oneness.  When  we 
This  is  a  secluded  setting  nes-  the  message.  We  have  even  accomplish  this,  the  oneness 
tied  in  the  rolling  Virginia  turned  some  away  by  our  becomes  a  testirnony  to  the 
countryside  near  Richmond.  unlovely  actions.  world  that  Jesus  is  the  Sxin  of 

It  is'  truly  hallow'ed  ground.  The  truth  is  that  Christians  God,  and  that  God  sent  Jesus 
for  this  is  the  place  that  harbors  will  never  be  organized  the  into  our  world  so  that  the 
missionaries-tcvbe  as  they  pa'-  same  way  in  their  churches.  We  world  may  believe, 
pare  to  enter  another  culture  will  never  worship  God  in  the  Jesus  prayed  that  we  would 
across  the  world  to  tell  others  same  wav.  We  will  never  even  love  each^her  based  on  a  rela¬ 
the  story  of  Jesus.  believe  the  same  things.  For  tionship  between  heart  and 

In  the  apartment  next  door,  some  reason,  in  this  passage,  heart.  Real  unity  between 
1  hear  the  noises  of  a  family  Jesus  didn't  even  address  these  Christians  is  a  supernatural 
with  three  small  children  who,  issues.  He  only  asked  the  happening  to  which  only  God 
having  been  commissioned  Father  that  we  be  one  in  love  —  will  receive  the  glory! 
yesterday,  are  packinjg  to  leave  particularly  as  he  and  the  Gunn  is  a  memher  of  First 
for  their  assignee!  people  rather  are  one  in  love.  We  have  Church,  Biloxi. 


Family  Bible  Study 

Fulfilling  Jesus'  Prayer 

John  17:1-26 


now  he  turns  aside  to 
prav.  We  assume  his 
"Oh,  how  he  loves  vou  and  disciples  were  within 
me!"  Of  all  things  for  Jesus  to  be  hearing  distance,  and 
thinking  of  immediately  before  we  know  that  the  Spi 
being  betrayed  and  then  cruci-  John  to  record  the 
fied  —  vou  and  me!  The  world  prayer  ever  prayed, 
watches  when  great  men  die.  This  great  prayer 
The  world  wants  to  know  how  fold:  Jesus  praying  for 
they  react,  what  their  last  words  praying  for  his  immed 
weiv,  and  what  place  in  history  cipfes,  and  for  his  fu 
they  will  have.  Jesus  faced  his  lowers.  We  will  look  at 
oncoming  death  with  thoughts  tion  for  his  future  folk 
of  his  true  followers  —  not  only  you  and  me. 
those  of  that  day,  but  of  all  of  hfs  Oh,  how  glorious  tl 

future  followers.  prayed  for  me!  O 

Jesus  had  been  moving  responsible  1  am  for  I 
toward  this  moment  for  33  that  prayer!  The  main 
vears,  and  now  the  "hour  has  his  prayer  for  us  t 
come."  He  and  his  disciples  found  in  John  17:21.  W 
seemed  to  be  moving  toward  of  unity  tied  the  Fat 
Gethsemane  from  the  upper  Son  together?  It  was  ; 
room.  He  had  spent  some  time  personal  relationship 
teaching  them  great  truths,  and  and  obedience.  Jesus 


By  Sandra  Gunn 


t  is  important  to  note  that  the  word  picture  "members  of 
anciliation  with  God  and  God's  household"  which 
er  people  is  to  be  expressed  describes  Christians  in  a  domfe- 
this  one  6o^"  (v.  16),  which  tic  setting.  Paul  moves  from  talk- 
he  church.  The  emphasis  in  ing  about  believers  being  recon- 
lis  death  ciled  in  an  impersonal  mlitical 
setting  to  being  reconciled  in  a 
close,  intimate  family  setting. 
When  we  are  reconciled  witn 
God  we  are  adopted  into  his 
as  sons  and  daughters. 
He  is  now  our  Father. 

There  are  many  architectural 
word  pictures  (’'built  on  the 
foundation"  (v.  20),  "the  whole 
building  is  joined"  (v.  21),  "a 
holy  temple"  (v.  21),  "being 
built  together"  (v.  22),  and 
"dwelling"  (v.  22).  These  word 
pictures  drive  home  the  point 
that  we  are  reconciled  to  God 
through  Jesus  Christ  "the  chief 
cornerstone"  (v.  22). 

God  lives  in  the  church  "bv 
his  Spirit"  (v.  22),  which  is  evi¬ 
dence  its  members  have  been 
reconciled  to  God  and  to  one 
another.  Remember,  actions 
speak  louder  than  words,  so 
ciemonstrate  that  vou  are  recon¬ 
ciled  to  God  and  one  another 


Explore  the  Bible 

Demonstrate  reconciliation 

Ephesians  2:11-22 


7ers  had  been  "brought  this  passage  is  that  in 

near"  or  reconciled  to  Jesus  made  possible  the  recon- 
God  and  to  God's  people,  ciliation  of  both  Jews  and 
I  The  emphasis  is  that  in  Gentiles  to  God. 

I  his  death  Jesus  destroyed  In  applying  this  to  our 
•  j  all  barriers  to  relahon-  lives,  we  see  mat  those  who  family 
ships  between  Jews  and  are  in  Christ  are  to  demon- 
For  us  today,  this  strate  by  their  actions  that 
means  that  Christians  are  to  they  have  been  reconciled  to 
demonstrate  that  no  barriers  God.  There  is  an  old  saying 
exist  between  each  other,  and  that  is  very  true  —  actions 
they  cue  on  good  terms  with  one  speak  louder  than  words, 
another.  The  fourth  topic  is  from 

The  third  topic  is  from  Ephesians  2:19-22  and  is  titled, 

Ephesians  2:14-18  and  is  titled,  Togetiiemess.  There  are  several 
On  Good  Terms.  "Barrier"  (v.  14,  word  pictures  in  this  passage  to 
"partition,"  KJV)  is  specifically  emphasize  the  reconciliation 
the  "hostility"  (v.  15,  "enmity,"  that  believers  are  to  demon- 
KJV)  between  races.  Jesus  hias  strate. 

broken  down  the  barrier  The  first  word  picture  is  "fel- 
between  the  races.  low  citizens"  (v.  19)  which 

Notice  that  Jesus  tells  us  twice  describes  Christians  in  a  political 
in  this  passage  (v\'.  14, 15)  that  he  setting.  The  citizenship  is  in  the 
is  our  "peace."  This  happened  family  of  God.  Notice  in  verse  19 
through  Jesus'  death.  Jesus'  that  oelievers  "are  no  longer 
death  made  possible  the  recon-  strangers,  and  aliens."  When 
ciliation  of  different  races  and  at  believers  are  reconciled  with  through  your  actions, 
the  same  time  made  possible  God  they  are  citizens  with  him.  Brumfield  is  interim  pmstor  of 
reconciliation  to  God.  At  the  end  of  verse  19  look  at  Goodu\iter  Church,  Forest. 


God  wants  his  peo¬ 
ple  to  demonstrate 
Welcome  to  another  study  of  that  Christ  has 
Ephesians.  Today  we  will  look  at  removed  all  such  sepa- 
a  gocxl  biblical  word  —  "recon-  rating  influences  from  their  Gentiles 
ciliation."  What  do  we  really  lives,  and  they  are  reconciled  to 
mean  bv  reconciliation?  Biblically,  him  and  to  one  another, 
reconcifiation  means  "to  change  This  lesson  is  divided  into 
from  enmity  to  friendship."  four  topics.  The  first  topic  is 

This  fesson  emphasizes  from  tohesians  2:11-12  and  is 
Christians  demonstrating  recon-  titled.  Cm  the  Outside, 
ciliation  with  God  and  with  Prior  to  experiencing  salva- 
other  Christians,  and  challenges  tion,  these  Gentiles  were  alien- 
Christians  to  have  reconciliahon  ated  from  God  and  from  the 
in  their  everyday  lives.  Jews.  Today,  every  unbeliever 

Through  Christ,  God  recon-  is  alienated  from  God  and 
cilcs  people  to  himself  and  to  Christians.  People  without 
one  another.  He  expects  believ-  Christ  are  separated  from  God 
ers  to  demonstrate  that  reconcil-  and  need  to  experience  recon- 
iation  in  their  relationships,  ciliation  with  God. 

People  today  are  separated  W  The  second  topic  is  from 
barriers  of  all  kinds  —  racial,  Ephesians  2:13  and  is  titled, 
social,  economic,  and  even  reli-  Brought  Near.  It  is  important  to 
gious.  Often  they  do  not  recog-  note  that  "brought  near"  is  con- 
nize  these  barriers  or  they  do  not  trasted  to  "far  away"  in  this 
see  the  significance  of  them.  verse.  These  figures  of  speech 


Bv  Robin  Brumfield 


news 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
^  and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 
ping.  News  items  and/or  photographs 
can  be  published  one  time  only. 
9  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 

week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  stamped  envelope, 
are  not  rmrocTucible.  Digital  photos  may 

be  used  it  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (bi  three-and-a-half  inch  -Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be  MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  E-mail:  baptistrecord@mbcb.org. 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1-inch 
paper,  or  ic)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 


paper, 

forms 


provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles  no  text  attachments  will  be  acc^ted. 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
to  the  address  lielow,  and  must  Ido  con-  the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
tained  in  the  message  s^ment  of  an  e-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats,  address  and  te^phone  number. 
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Mn.  E4Ml  htlamd  Mr.  St.  Mn.  Rotwn  Edward  Lee 

Mr.  St  Mn.  Reece  Douglaa  Jr.  Men  II  St  III  SSC.  Trinity  BC- 
HMaBfM  Cartilage 

Mr.  St  Mn.  BUI  Oticncliniidi  Ms.  Elzeoe  P.  Bell 

Carilai  Brava  Jane  Bell  Chambers 

Mr.  C.  B.  Steele  Mr.  &  Mn.  Tom  W.  Hardagc 

Me.  WBlaa  Binnn  Mr.  St  Mn.  Noah  M.  Mills 

Miaa  Cannae  Jaduon  Puckett  Machinery  Company 

Mn.  MnMa  Brawn  Three  Scrooges  Class.  Walnut 

Mr.  St  Mn.  B.  B.  Harry  Jr.  Grove  BC 

Me  MMBda  BrtnnlMd  Mn.  Ray  Brin 

Mr.  St  Mn.  Robert  R.  Waymirc  Ms.  Merle  S.  Furlow 

Mn.  Hoflif  (Fnnlrr)  BryaR  Mn.  June  D.  Shepard 

Mr.  *  Mn.  Robert  A.  Gulledgc  Mr.  Carmen  Ray  Dfaum,  Sr. 

Dee  St  Myra  Sprayberry  Jim  St  Sharon  Armstrong 

Kate  Bryant  Mr.  dfMrs.  William  Lee  Crim 

Mr.  St_  Mn.  Robert  A.  Gulledgc  Mr.  &  Mn.  Greg  Holmes 
Jaran  V.  BaBocIt  Mr.  St  Mn.  Sidney  Pitts 

Mr.  St  Mn.  Carl  J.  Hedglin  QuiUnaa  Dorrough 

Bay  Parabani  Joel  St  Shirley  Hale 

Mn.  Bonnie  Hatlen  Havis  St  Niu  LaPradc 

Mn.  Sherry  Hawkins  Mrs.  CorncBa  W.  Dugan 

Mr.  St  Mn.  John  L.  Dugan 
Mrs.  E.  E.  "Gnumy"  Duke 
Mn.  Bessie  T.  Parish 
Paul  Duncan 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Glen  L.  Burry 
Mrs.  Ruby  Elizabeth  Stevens 
Dunlap 

Mr.  &  Mn.  Terry  Champion 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Riley  Trimm 
Mr.  St  Mn.  James  C.  Brents  Jr. 
.Mrs.  Edith  Dyer 
Calhoun  Co  Baptist  Assoc 
Mrs.  Bertha  Eameriing 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Reece  Douglas  Jr. 
Mr.  Pete  Echroaile 
Ms.  Sonja  Parish 
Rev.  Durell  Edwards 
Philipp  Baptist  Church 
Tommy  Edwards 
Roger  St  Debbie  White  &  Fmly 
Mrs.  Frank  (Alice)  Ellis 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Hubert  T  Kendrick 
Mrs.  Virginia  Ellis 
Mr.  Si  Mn.  Victor  Johnson  & 
Tiffany 

Elsworth  Kent's  grandson 
Bovina  Baptist  Church 
Matthew  Enlow 
Ms.  Peggie  Ayen 
Rev.  William  F.  "Pete”  Evans 
Mn.  Mary  K.  Evans 
Mrs.  Pearl  Evers 
Mr.  and  Mn.  Charles  Dew 
Mary  Jane  Farmer 
Macedonia  Baptist  Church 
Irene  Farrar 

Mr.  St  .Mn.  William  H.  Brewer 
Paula  Ferka 
Mn.  Myrtle  Goolsby 
Mrs.  Carl  Fincher 
Mr.  St  Mn.  James  P  Cole  Jr. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fletcher 
Mr.  St  .Mn.  Jewell  K.  Dykes 
Mrs.  Canary  Foster 
Mn.  Virginia  C.  Quarles 
Mrs.  Gladys  Jewel  Fulton 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Chester  N. 
Herrington 
Mrs.  Jewell  Fulton 
Mr.  &  Mn.  Kenneth  W. 
Statham 
Fred  Gaddis 

Mr.  &  Mn.  Rice  H.  Maddox 
Dr.  St  .Mn.  David  Lee 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Lloyd  Chancellor 
Mr.  Scott  Palmer 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Charles  Palmer 
Mary  I.  Gainey 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Roy  D.  Hendneks 
Ohm  l.eander  Garner,  Jr. 

Mr.  St  Mn.  Bryant  Myatt 
David  P.  Geil 
Ms.  Katherine  R.  Camety 
Mn.  Charles  F.  Stanford  Jr 
Ms.  Mae  H.  Rayburn 
Katherine  S.  Giflln 
.Mn.  Joy  L.  Harris 
Kirby  B.  Goodin 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Mavis  (Winstead)  Gordon 
Mn.  Janeiro  L.  Cranage 
Ms.  Nellie  Jean  Gordon 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Ted  Somen 
Cotton  Gorton 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Frank  O. 
Crosthwait  Jr. 

Cynthte  Green 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Michael  D.  Allen 
Mr.  Carl  Greenhaw 
Ms.  Peggy  Williams 
Mrs.  Lilia  Warren  Griflln 
Mn.  Freddie  M.  Osborn 
Doris  Rogen 
Mrs.  Lillian  Grubbs 
Liberty  Baptist  Church 
T.F.,  Betty  and  Benzi  Baton 
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Ms.  Sue  Hamiltun 
Mr.  Larry  Bader 
Mr.  St  Mn.  R.  L.  Barker 
George  CaMweB 
Rdelis  SSC.  FBC-Houston 
Robert  CaBeadcr 
Ms.  Opal  L.  Smith 
Mr.  BOy  Capks 
Siloam  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Barry  Dillard 
BiBy  W.  Carmical 
Ms.  Ann  S.  Daruia 
Mr.  Jiuuay  Carter 
Mr.  St  Mn.  William  H.  Brewer 
Ruth  SSC.  FBC-Tupelo 
Ms.  A.  Z.  Carter 
Ms.  Mary  N.  Murdoch 
Mr.  Jaaws  Cartwright 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Joseph  A.  Wells 
Jessie  Lee  Cam 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Mike  C.  Williams 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Geoige  L.  Walsten  Jr. 
Gary  Canthen 
Mr.  St  Mn.  James  Farmer 
Mr.  Elmo  Chrestman 
Dee  St  Myra  Sprayberry 
Rev.  Ivor  Clatk 
Debbie.  Patti  St  Kim  Stribling 
Carl  Cloer 

Mr  St  Mn.  C.  M  Mitchell 
Cara  Catherine  Cockerham 
Mn.  Minnie  N.  Baggett 
Mrs.  Nadie  Coker 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Charles  Maske  St 
Family 

Mn.  Louise  Maske 
Laviee  CoUiiis 
Ms.  Maida  Stegall 
David  "Kirk"  Conrad 
Ms.  Rosa  A.  Lemay 
Sr  Saims.  Woodlawn  BC- 
Vicksbuig 
Buddy  Cook 
Mn.  Wilma  N.  Kidd 
Joyce  Cooper 
Davis  St  Vivian  Bums 
Homer  Curtis  Cos 
Mr.  St  Mn.  David  L.  Love 
Mildred  E.  Crawford 
Ms.  Shirley  S.  Keith 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Robert  L.  Mahon 
Mr.  &  Mn  C  M  Mitchell 
Mn.  Annie  Lou  Knight 
Mfau  MUdred  K.  Crawford 
Mr.  St  Mn.  H.  D.  Mulholland 
Rev.  &  Mn.  Howard  T 
Scaiborough 

Mr.  Frank  O.  Crosthwah.  Sr. 
Mn.  Rosalie  H.  Brown 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Ronald  E.  Carlyle 
Mn.  Gladys  Gist 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Chester  Holloway 
Mn.  Ray  A.  Whelan  .Jr. 

Mn.  Joyce  B.  Hull 

Mr.  Norman  Wcathenby  Jr. 

Mr.  Jeff  Cummiiigs 
Ms.  Peggy  Williams 
Mr.  Al  Davis 
Mn.  Nancy  Patnek 
Mr.  Grady  Davis 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Aubrey  Pierce  Jr. 
Mrs.  Annie  BeU  Davis 
Ann  Brumfield 
Mr.  William  L.  Rimes 
Rev.  Arnold  Davis 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Bill  E.  Coleman 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Kenneth  W.  Statham 
Lynn  DeLap 
Ms.  Rachel  Hooper 
SbcMon  Dement 
Mn.  Jean  R.  Pope 
Jwncs  N.  Denson 
Ms.  Sue  Hamilton 
Margaret  Panline  "Polly" 
Diekcra 
Mn.  Jean  Evans 
Mr.  Todd  Knight 
Ms.  Jill  E.  Knight 


Mrs.  Ivor  Ahirnalhy 
Mrv  Billie  Jean  Moore 
Mn.  AanisGoss 
Mn.KaddecnABday 
Mr.  St  Mn.  George  R.  Faulk 
Ms.ABtasaAlicae 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Billy  Mmgold 
Frodfidt  Andraton 
Ms.  lieu  W.  Grdiani 
Mabry  Anderssn 
Ms.  Sylvia  D.  Graham 
Virginia  Roar  Andrews 
Mr.  Richvd  C.  Smith 
Mr.  G.  M.  "BBh'"  AagHa 
Ms.  Sharon  E.  Lawson 
Patty  Sylvesi 


Ronn\  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 


P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 
www.baptistchiidienvillage.com 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Eddie  Touchsioae 
Mrs.  Laura  Jane  Dnnnam  IHppr 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Thomas  MiKhell 
Wells 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


Mr  St  Mn.  Chvhe  B.  Robbins 
NowcR  Atkins 
Kolola  Springs  BC 
L.  L.  "Red"  Antry 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Donald  K.  Robbins 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  ta.ste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

Mr.  Waton  Rogers 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Paul  Shelby 
Agnes  Rnddcr 
Mr  &  Mn  Bill  Obenclimidi 

JnneRnir 

Mr.  &  Mn.  William  H.  Brewer 
Mr.  St  Mrs.  Joe  RnmeR 
Mr.  St  Mrs.  E.  C.  Parsons 
Mrs.  Charlene  D.  RnsscR 
Mn.  Annis  Goss 
Mr.  &  Mn.  Robert  Riley 
Trimm  St  Family 
Mr.  St  Mn.  E.  C.  Parsons 


Cindy  H.  Shacklefard-MefTill 
Lynch 

Mrs.  Ovie  May  Viek 
.Mr  Marv  m  Haddock 

Ota  Ward 

Emery  St  Fiancis  Bennell 
Audrey  Dear 
Glenn  St  Rudi  Miles 
Jean  Sicpp 
Erma  Butt 
Janet  Bcyam 
VfargantWcRs 
James  St  Barbara  Walson 
John  St  Teresa  Watson 
Mark  St  Karen  Walson 
Benjamin  WhMr 
Mrs.  Cooper  L.  Partridge 
Emdcr  While 
Ms.  DdIoics  Bunts 
Helena  White 
Mr.  St  .Mrs.  Thomas  R. 
Woodward 
Mfldrcd  While 
Mr.  St  Mrs.  Edward  E.  Smith 
O.  C.  A  Helen  Wiriitinglaa 
Malcolm  St  Maurine  Wicker 
Mr.  Tbomra  WBry.  m 
Mr.  St  Mrs.  William  D.  Mann 
Frances  M.Hmie 
Mr.  Robert  E.  Wilkie 
PMcWRkir 
Mr  Robert  E.  WilkK 
Mr.  A  Mrs,  Stmdord  WRUr 
Dr.  Rebecca  Sne  Wilkie 
Mr.  Robert  E.  Wilkie 
Mrs.  Famrir  HAmn 
The  Robbie  L  Wheeler  FanuK 
Mn.  Annis  Goss 
Mr:  A  Mrs,  C.  H.  WHmn 
Dr.  Rebecca  Sue  Wilkie 
Mn.  Haaei  WHmn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  M.  Tidwell 
Mr.Jahnny  Wiy|pd.jr. 

Mn.  Bessie  T.  Parish 
Mr.  Wlban  Wondifl 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  R. 
Woodward 
MBdrad  Wesdera 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Teny  Champion 


Mr.  St  Mn.  Michael  D.  Allen 
Mrs,  L  W.  BnR 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Johnny  M.  Fox 
Mrs.  Luis  Bdkw 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Kenneth  W.  Stuham 
Mrs.  Ruhett  (DHlyl  Barber 
Mr.  St  Mn  William  H.  Sellcn 
CarraH  S.  BardwcR 
Jan  St  Tommy  Albsun  &  Family 
.Nmcy  St  Condey  Moak  St 
Family 

Richanl  St  Elizabel  Rogers  St 
Faimly 

Tons  St  Linda  Rogers  St  Family 

DsRy  Bmker 

Mr.  St  Mn.  Henry  W.  Bancs 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Billy  Biuocks 
MozcRr  Bridges  Barber 
Ms.  Reba  B.  Murphey 
Mr.  Jerry  Barnes 
Ms.  Peggy  Williams 
Mrs.  SniRr  Bnrnctt 
Mn.  Margaret  S.  Blalock 
ABcr  Faye  Barnette 
'  Mn.  June  T.  Brooks 


Mrs.  Leila  M.  Norton 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Fred  Baine  III 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Hayes  Biaitscomc 
Mrs.  Annie  Patridge  O'Neal 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ragan  Wahen 
Mike  Parsons 
Mr.  A  Mn.  E.  C.  Parsons 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  M.  Parsnns 
Mr.  A  Mn.  E.  C.  Parsons 
Bertha  Patton 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tommy  Cook 
Mrs.  Carl  Patton 
Graeber  Brothen  Inc. 

Milton  E.Peil 
Mn.  .Shelia  Pell  Atwell 
Carolyn  Prppcr 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  C.  McDonald 
Rowan  Alexander  PCrry 
Kathryn  Bavs  Moody  SSC. 
FBC-Poplarville 
Mrs.  Lacille  Pickning 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  V.  Parker  Jr. 
.\dam  Pierce 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Aubrey  Pierce  Jr. 


Mr.  A  Mn.  John  Schubetl 
Mrs.  Jane  Raticdgr 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ahon  L.  Fields 
WiRiam  E.  SaRey 
Mr.  A  Mn.  E.  L.  Bcnaetl  Jr. 
SheBey  .Sandefar 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  Sandefar 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  R.  Waymiie 
Cawy  Drew  Bcaziey 
Ms.  Clare  J.  Lamb 
Mr.  Peter  F.  BevRk 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Rick  Humphreys 
Mrs.  Narvie  laviRe  BesIHe 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Rick  Humphrey  s 
Lydia  BObo 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Clyde  Cole 
ShoycL-BIHs 
Bill  A  Deena  Barbee 
Graeber  Brodien  Inc. 

WiRiam  A.  (WIRiel  Blair 
Mrs.  Thomas  A.  Drake 


Mr.  William  P  Naron 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  C.  Scruggs 
Dr.  Rebecca  Sue  Wilkie 
Mr.  Robert  E.  Wilkie 
Mr.  A.  W.  Sharp 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ted  Skipper 
Mr.  Joe  F.  Shepard 
Mn.  June  D.  Shepard 
Bryan  A  Nettie  Smith 
Miss  Sarah  Marie  Saudi 
CIMtard  .Smith 

MSGT  A  Mn.  Jack  D.  Johnson 
Mr.  Charles  Maieton  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mn.  William  D.  Mann 
WHb  Smith 

Van  Seales'  SSC.  Macedonia  BC 
Doris  Snider 
Bell  South  Pioaeen 
Rath  Rkhic  on  Span 
Lavee  T.  On 

Chrtatapher  Brice  Slarapley 

Columbia  Primary  School  K- 1 
Faculty  A  Staff 
Mrs.  Lois  Irby  Stanley 
Mn.  Lois  T.  Kennedy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  V.O.  Steele 
Mr.  G.  B.  Steele 
Mr.  Henry  Stringer 
Cindy  H.  ShadUefont-Metrill 
Lynch 


Mr,  A  Mn.  Tom  W.  Doolmle 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Paul  J.  Jaggars 
Mrs.  CoHecn  Porter 
Lee  A  Marshalenc  Gillespie 
Mrs.  Bobbie  Rankin 
Mn.  Annis  Goss 
James  Ray 
Mn.  Mmik  B.  Ray 
Mr.  Herbert  Redd,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jack  W.  Tilloison 
Ken  Reed 
Ms.  Ann  S.  Danna 
Robert  Revere 
The  Bill  Curtis  Family 
Mike  Rhrw 

Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  B.  Cvgill 
Ernest  A  IdcHa  Roberts 
Roberta  Cooper 
Mr.  John  Roberts 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Wilbur  Huffman 
Mrs.  Loaiw  Roberts 
Providence  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dkky  Taylor 
Mrs.  NcHc  Rebertion 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Dan  Stringer 
Eltaabeth  Rogers 
Mr.  William  W.  Rogen 
Mr.  Gale  Rogers 
Mr.  A  Mn.  CmIos  Knighi 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dan  Pidunag 


Ms.  Sue  Hamilton 
Miss  Merle  Blanton 
Mn.  Barbara  Blanton  Carnes 
Mrs.  Mary  BoHa 
Mn.  Itnogene  L.  Peim 


Ms.  Iteta  W.  Graham 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hubert  T.  Kendrick 
Mr.  CecM  Boone 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Truman  Aldridge 
AsMoa  Leigh  Booth 
The  Manning  Family 
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Mr.  A  Mn.  Ray  Meinnis 

MHdred  Loii  Bowca 

Mr.  William  Parker  Naron 
Carolyn  Bndulield 
Mr.  A  Mn.  ARteil  N.  Hemphill 
Kathryn  H.  Braver 
Doug  A  Judy  Noland 
Zockcry-GtmidMn  of  M/M 


In.  Howard  Bridges 


Luther  Harper 

Mn.  C.  D.  Pollan 
Sam  Harper 
Lillian  Harper 
Ray  Reynold.v 
ITacy  Harris 

Mr  A  Mn.  Albert  N.  Hemphill 
Rev.  Douglas  Cooper  Hartley 

Mr.  A  Mn.  William  H  Polk 
Mr.  A  Mn.  George  H.  Murphy 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hiram  Davis  Jr 
Edith.  Dorothy  A  Joan  Hanclson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  H.  Jairatl 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Preston  M.  Reeves 
Dorcas  SSC.  FBC-Starkville 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Thomas  J. 

Chandler 

Mr.  Max  Juchheim 
Dr.  A  Mn.  David  B.  Smith 
Mr.  St  Mrs.  Tom  W.  Doolittle 
Miss  Elearrar  Drake 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  D.  Lancaster 
Supper  Club  Memben 
Grace  Mark  Havard 
Ruth  SSC.  Hurley  BC-Hurley 
Jesse.  Pat.  Glenn  St  Suzanne 
Craft 

Mr.  St  Mn.  Grover  C.  Allen 
Cindy  Cauky  Hawkins 
Mn.  Joyce  B.  'Hull 
Mr.  David  L.  Hawkins 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  Edward  Lee 
Mr.  Martin  Hawkins 
Mn.  George  E.  Hart  Jr. 

Mr  St  Mn.  E.  L.  Bennell  Jr. 

Mr.  Stanley  B.  Kline 
Philenc  St  Stuart  Allen 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Floyd  Lynk 
Mrs.  Louise  Hayes 
Dr.  St  Mn.  Walter  Anderson 
Mrs.  Thelma  Hayward 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Thomas  J.  Chandler 
Andy  Helton 
Mn.  Bonnie  Hatten 
Mn.  Ral|>h  E.  Van  Namen 
Mrs.  Agnes  Hendrix 
Mr.  Charles  Hendrix 
Mrs.  Charles  Hendrix 
Graeber  Brothen.  Inc. 

Faye  Henry 
Mrs.  John  Anders 
Jean  Herndon 
Mr.  St  Mn.  W.  M  McElroy 
Mrs.  Dot  Herring 
Mr.  Si  Mn.  R.  L.  Fortenberry 
Mrs.  Alice  (Jack)  Andrews 
Hilbun 

Mr.  St  Mn.  L.  W.  Guy 
Mr.  W.  Gm  Jr.  Hinton 
Mr.  &  Mn.  Charles  E. 
Henderson 
Mrs.  Alda  Hobby 
Mn.  Geraldine  P  Bader 
Dennis  Hogben 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Larry  E.  Cook 
Jay  S.  Holland,  Jr. 

Mr.  St  Mn.  Gus  Evans 
Harry  Holland 
Myron  St  Lynn  Johnson 
Ms.  I,avinia  Hollingsworth 
Mn.  J  B.  Lewis 
The  J.  S.  Bunch  Family 
Vklor  Huddkson 
Mn.  Laveme  Sharp 
Verdys  Hughes 
Mn.  Virgie  L.  Davis 
Mrs.  Betty  Hunt 
Pleasant  Grove  BC-Gore 
Springs 

Mrs.  Elois  Hunter 
Dr.  St  Mn.  Jep  S.  BrxKk 
J.  L.  Hutchinson 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Paul  Ray 
Douglas  L.  ivy 
Mr  St  Mn  W  K.  Riggin 
Mkhael  Jackson 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Hank  A.  Robison  Jr. 
Mrs.  Elma  L.  James 
Mn.  Inez  L.  Wilson 
Vavis  James 

Mr.  St  Mn.  Bobby  St  Family 
James 

Daphync  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Joe  H.  Cleveland 
Henry  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dale  Jackson 
Mary  Eula  Jones 
Mr.  St  Mn.  Jimmy  H.  Fulce 
Chester  L.  Kemp.  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Larry  S.  Benson 
Bob  Kemp 
Mn.  Sandra  King 
Mrs.  Kathryn  Mitchell  Key  ' 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  Lee  Knight 
Mn.  Anna  C.  Johnson 
Lois  St  Bobbie  Knight 
Guask  Kirkky 
T.E.L.  SSC.Springfield  BC 
Mrs.  Omk  Kramer 
Thirteenth  Avenue  Pharmacy  A 
Suff 


House  OKs 
protection 
for  infants 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —The 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
a^in  has  approv^  a  bill  pro¬ 
viding  leMi  protection  to  uilly 
delivered  babies,  even  when 
abortion  is  intended.  The 
House  approved  by  voice  vote 
March  12  the  Born  Alive 
Infants  Protection  Act,  H.R. 
2175.  The  bill  clarifies  a  new¬ 
born  child  fully  outside  his 
mother's  womb  is  a  person  to 
be  protected  under  federal 
law.  The  Senate  has  yet  to  act 
on  the  bill  this  year,  although  it 
approved  the  measure  as  an 
amendment  to  other  legisla¬ 
tion  last  year. 

The  bill  was  first  proposed 
in  2000  after  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  struck  down  a 
state  law  barring  partial-birth 
abortions  and  after  congres¬ 
sional  testimony  was  heard 
describing  an  abortion 
method  in  which  newborns 
who  survive  are  allowed  to 
die.  The  procedure,  which 
nurses  testified  is  used  at 
Christ  Hospital  in  Chicago,  is 
called  live-birth  abortion.  In 
the  method,  delivery  is 
induced  arul  if  the  baby  sur¬ 
vives  the  procedure,  the  child 
is  left  unattended  to  die. 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copvrifiht  2002 


WR  ZC  FYDKY  MYCD 
HDM  CBRIRVDIR,  QRY 
XYE  WIRCBRIY,  CBXC 
CBIDMOB  CBZN  QXY  ZN 
LIRXABRE  MYCD  HDM 
CBR  VDIOZPRYRNN  DV 
NZYN. 

XACN  CBZICRRY;  CBZICH- 
RZOBC 

Clue:  O  =  C 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  lohn  Three  Sixteen. 


Author  pushes  'God-centered'  courtship 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky. 
(BP)  —  Last  summer, 
Christianity  Today  fea¬ 
tured  Joshua  Harris  as 
"The  Man  Who  Ignited 
the  Dating  Debate." 

Who  can  argue  with 
the  assessment?  With 
nearly  one  million 
copies  of  his  first  book 
I  Kissed  Dating 
Goodbye  (Multnomah, 
1997)  in  the  hands  of 
Christian  singles, 
Harris  has  perhaps 
more  than  anyone  pop¬ 
ularized  "courtship"  as 
a  God-centered  alter¬ 
native  to  traditional 
dating  relationships. 

To  classify'  Harris' 
ministry  as  one- 
dimensional,  however, 
would  be  a  misin¬ 
formed  judgment. 
Harris  currently  directs 
New  Attitude,  a  min- 


FAREWELL  TO  DATING 
Harris,  author  of  I  Kissed 


loshua 

Dating 


Cribb:  So  most  peo¬ 
ple  know  you  through 
these  boofo,  and  they 
hear  about  your  New 
Attitude  conference, 
and  then  they  come  to 
hear  you  expecting  to 
find  out  how  they  can 
fix  their  dating  life. 
Well,  if  they  came  to 
this  conference,  they 
heard  about  holiness 
and  discipline.  But  I 
don't  think  people  are 
disappointea,  because  I 
see  people  walking 
away  changed.  This 
leads  me  to  a  question 
about  your  current 
ministry  and  what  you 
have  tried  to  do  in  these 
conferences. 

Harris:  When  we 
started  New  Attitude 
three  years  ago,  we  had 
a  desire  to  af&t  college- 
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’burg,  Md.  His  passion,  as  exhibited  even  in 
his  Dooks  on  dating,  is  forflyoung  adults 
first  and  foremost  to  be  passionate  about 
God  and  the  local  church. 

New  Attitude  and  Covenant  Life 
Church  are  affiliated  with  PDI  Ministries,  a 
church  planting  and  support  ministry  that 
offers  guidance,  counsel  and  oversight  to 
approximately  50  churches.  Harris  also 
hosts  the  national  New'  Attitude  conference 
each  January'  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  several 
regional  conferences  throughout  the  year. 

Following  is  an  inter\'iew  with  Harris  by 
Southern  Seminary'  student  Bryan  Cribb  dur¬ 
ing  the  Louis\'ille  New  Attitude  conference. 

Cribb:  Joshua,  most  people  identify  you 
w'ith  the  issue  of  dating  and  rightly  so. 
Your  first  and  most  famous  book  sold  close 
to  a  million  copies.  Your  second  book.  Boy 
Meets  Girl  (Multnomah,  2000),  was  popu¬ 
lar  as  w'ell.  You  obviously  struck  a  chord 
with  the  young  adult  Christian  audience. 

Harris:  1  struck  something  (laughing). 

Cribb:  What  was  it  about  the  books  that 
really  hit  home  for  thousands  of  single 
Christians  out  there? 

Harris:  The  books  came  at  a  time  when  a 
lot  of  Christians  were  questioning  their  prac¬ 
tices  when  it  came  to  dating  —  seeing  a  lot  of 
problems,  experiencing  a  lot  of  heartache. 
And  these  books  became  sort  of  the  spark  that 
lit  what  was  already  there  ready  to  be  set 
aflame.  I  think  that  they  provide  a  biblical 
perspective. ...  I  think  by  CkxI's  grace  a  lot  of 
people  want  that.  They  Vcint  to  be  chal¬ 
lenged.  They  want  to  be  asked  to  step  up  to  a 
biblical  standard,  and  so  I  think  that’s  part  of 
the  reason  that  they''\'e  been  successful.  ...It's 
just  been  God's  blessing  on  them. 

Cribb;  I  get  the  feeling,  though,  that  the 
message  of  Joshua  Harris  in  these  books  is 
misunderstood  if  people  think  they're  just 
about  dating? 

Harris:  I  think  you're  right.  I  spoke  with 
someone  just  this  weekend  who  came  up 
and  said,  "You  know,  I  read  your  book. 
And  what  I  got  out  of  it  was  not  about  dat¬ 
ing  and  relationships.  It  was  about  loving 
God  more  than  anything  else."  I  love  it 
when  I  hear  that  because  that  is  the  ulti¬ 
mate  purpose  behind  what  1  seek  to  do. 
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Harris:  PDI  stands  for  "proclair 
God's  grace,  developing  local  cnurches 
influencing  the  world  with  the  Gospel."  It  is 
a  church  planting  and  support  ministry  that 
is  led  by  a  team  of  pastors  that  offers  guid¬ 
ance,  counsel,  ana  oversight  to  approxi¬ 
mately  50  churches  primarily  in  America, 
Mexico,  Canada,  and  Great  Britain.  ...  New 
Attitude  became  the  young  adult  division  of 
PDI.  And  so,  in  addition  to  the  church  plant¬ 
ing  and  support,  PDI  does  conferences 
across  the  country  for  different  churches  for 
leaders  and  for  pastors. 


Cribb:  When  you  developed  your  vision 
for  these  conferences,  did  you  see  them  as 
responding  to  a  particular  need  or  lacking 
in  the  local  church? 


Harris:  Well,  we  don't  view  ourselves  as 
fixing  some  big  problem  ...  but  definitely 
what  we  do  is  motivated  by  wanting  to 
address  things  that  we  think  a  lot  of  coUege 
students  aren't  necessarily  thinking  about.  So 
many  college  students  today  are  not  interest- 


istrv  to  young  adults,  Goodbve,  is  speaking  about  more  than  age  students  who  aie^at 
and  seiA'es  as  a  pastor  biblical  courtship  these  days.  (Photo  a  very  strategic  point  in 

their  lives  —  making 
decisions  about  what 
they  are  going  to  liv'e  for,  making  decisions 
about  career  and  education  and  marriage 
and  all  of  these  really  life-changing  deci¬ 
sions.  And  we  wanted  to  bring  them  togeth¬ 
er  and  challenge  them  primarily  in  mree 
areas  —  to  love  God's  Word  and  sound  doc¬ 
trine,  to  be  passionate  about  pursuing  his 
presence  in  worship  ...  and  tnen  third  to 
challenge  them  to  see  the  importance  [and] 
the  centrality  of  the  local  church  in  God's 
plan  for  demonstrating  his  kingdom  [and] 
demonstrating  his  gospel  to  the  world.  ... 
Noticeably  absent  is  the  issue  of  dating  and 
courtship,  which  has  confused  some  people. 

We  have  had  people  who  have  snowed 
up  expecting  a  singles'  conference  on  dating, 
and  they  never  hear  the  word  mentioned. 
What  I  Tove  are  the  people  who  say,  "I  came 
here  for  dating.  But  1  realize  what  I  really 
needed  to  hear  was  about  the  grace  of  God 
and  about  the  cross  and  about  how  I  can 
change."  And  that  in  turn  changes  their 
whole  approach  to  dating  and  relationships 
and  so  on.  We  wanted  to  hold  up  God  as  the 
most  important  thing,  as  the  highest  priority. 


Cribb:  So  New  Attitude  is  a  subset  of 
PDI.  Many  people  only  know  of  PDI 
through  its  worship  music,  if  at  all.  Can 
you  give  a  brief  symopsis  of  PDI  and  the 
relationship  of  New  Attitude  to  it? 


ed  in  doctrine.  Sadly,  they've  gone  so  far 
down  the  experience  route  —  touchy-feely 
reUgion  —  that  they  don't  have  any  stomach 
for  sound  teaching  and  the  doctrines  of  grace 
and  talking  about  justification  and  sanctifica¬ 
tion  and  sin  and  these  kinds  of  things. 

We  think  a  lot  of  Christian  students  just 
assume  the  local  church  is  something  they'll 

fo  to,  but  there's  no  conviction,  there's  no 
iblical  motivation  behind  that.  It's  just  a  cul¬ 
tural  thing.  So  yeah,  we  do  w'ant  to  play  a 
part  in  sen'ing  local  churches.  There  are  a  lot 
of  things  that  it's  not  easy  for  local  pastors  to 
say,  but  we  can  say  that  on  their  behalf  and 
challenge  these  students  to  go  back  and  get 
involved  —  and  not  only  involved,  but  w 
committed  to  and  active  in  their  local  church. 

So  we  view  New  Attitude  as  a  way  to 
serve  local  churches.  If  it  ever  stops  doing 
that,  we'll  shut  it  down.  If  it  ever  oecomes 
something  that  takes  people's  energy  away 
from  the  IcKal  church,  we'll  end  it,  because 
it  is  not  an  end  in  itself. 

Cribb:  1  heard  a  message  from  you  last 
night,  and  it  w'as  expository'  and  rich  in 
doctrine.  A  lot  of  times,  people  say  that 
youth  can't  handle  teaching  Like  that.  Do 
you  think  a  lot  of  churches  nave  sold  their 
young  people  short? 

Harris:  Yes,  1  do,  and  1  don't  say  that  to 
be  judgmental  in  any  way  towards  any- 
bociy.  My  youth  pastor  back  in  Oregon 
built  a  youth  group  that  was  very  enter¬ 
tainment-oriented.  He  had  a  huge  group  — 
hundreds  and  hundreds  of  students  com¬ 
ing  out.  The  band.  The  drama.  The  games. 
The  activities.  Not  a  lot  of  meat,  to  be  hon¬ 
est  with  you.  Not  a  lot  of  the  Gospel  being 
presented  and  a  real  call  to  holiness. 

I  love  him.  Gixl  used  him  in  my  life.  But 
I  would  view  that  [style]  as  sadly  too  typi¬ 
cal  —  a  desire  to  entertain.  I  ran  into  nim 
last  year  at  the  grocery  store  when  1  was 
home  visiting.  We  started  talking,  and  he 
started  sharing  with  me  how  he's  really 
changed  his  emphasis.  He  has  his  students 
reading  Bible  Doctrine  by  Wayne  Grudem. 

He  said  to  me,  "You  know,  you  learn  a  lot 
as  the  years  go  by.  You  learn  a  lot  of  the  things 
you  do  that  seem  so  exciting  and  get  every¬ 
body  jazzed  up  really  don't  lead  to  lasting 
fruit."  He's  got  these  students  now  who  are 
digging  into  the  truth  of  God's  Word.  They're 
reding  this  systematic  theology  book.  And 
they're  just  loving  it.  And  the  rmit  of  that  is 
they're  being  evangelistic.  They're  sharing 
.  fcds  are  getting  sav'ed.  That  just 
lov  to  ne 


the  Gospel 
brought  me  so  much  joy 


tear  that. 


Cribb:  Well,  I  know  you  have  a  busy 
schedule,  but  1  would  be  remiss  if  1  didnY 
ask  you  about  dating  though.  What  kind  of 
special  challenges  await  singles  in  the 
realm  of  dating,  and  what  advice  would 
you  offer  them? 


Harris:  There's  a  chapter  in  Boy  Meets 
Girl  called  Courtship  is  a  Community 
Project.  I  truly  believe  that  a  godly  relation¬ 
ship  —  whetner  you  want  to  call  it  dating 
or  courtship  —  a  relationship  that  is  cen¬ 
tered  around  God,  that  is  pure  [and]  that  is 
purposeful  [and]  clearly  defined  needs 
community.  That  starts  in  the  local  church. 

So  the  counsel  that  I  would  give  any  sin¬ 
gle  person  ...  is  first  make  the  local  church 
a  prioriw  and  build  your  relationship  into 
that  so  that  you're  benefiting  from  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  your  pastors,  from  your  friends, 
from  other  families,  so  that  that  season  of 
courtship  when  you're  pursuing  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  marriage  is  surrounded  by  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  counsdors,  a  multitude  of  settings 
[and]  a  multitude  of  people  who  are  able  to 
both  give  advice  on  the  relationship,  as 
well  as  just  encourage  you  in  it. 


The  Baptist  Record- 
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